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T HE 


IRISH HEIRESS. 


CHAP. I, 


AT leaft I paſſed for an heireſs the fir 
4 A year my mother brought me into this 
world, which ſo many have ſtiled an evil one, 
4 without however wiſhing to leave it; for my 
part, I have met with many misfortunes and 
never have lain them upon the nature of the 
world, but to ſome of the miſchievous tricks 
RO 1 that 
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THE IRISH HEIRESS, 


that we, the inhabitants of it, are apt to play 
on one another, 


But allow me to ſpeak of my parents, 


Muy father was left, at the age of twenty- 
fx, ſole heir, to an eſtate of three thouſand 


per annum, beſides about fifteen thouſand 
pounds 1n Iriſh debentures; it was ſettled 
upon younger children, and as he was the 


oldeſt and the youngeſt he had no compe- 


titors; Every thing devolved to him clear, 
but nothing had been faved, for my grand- 
father ſoent his income among his tenants. 
It is amazing how much good a man may do 


with a little money and a little inclination: 
I never ſaw my grandfather, but have often 
heard of him, never without a prayer for his 


ſoul, and a pleaſant paſſage through purga- 


tory—he was a Catholic. 


He aa, and my father inherited. This 


happened at the time he had juſt returned 


from the grand tour; the news reached him 


whilſt 
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THE IRISH HEIRESS, 3 


whilſt he was making love to an indigent 
beauty in Bath, but this did not prevent his 


immediately taking route for Ireland, in order 
to fulfil the intentions of his father. He felt 
as he ought the loſs of an affectionate friend 
and a kind father, as a ſon he wept, as a chriſ- 


tian he hoped, and as the repreſentative of 


ſuch a parent, he ſoothed his dependants by 


every token of liberality and proteCtion, that 


benevolence corrected * prudence would 
allow. 


One part of the will I believe uncommon. 


ce] bequeath my ſon the fifteen thouſand 
pounds Iriſh debentures which I received with 
his mother, as a fortune for his future wife, 


ſhould ſhe not have any of her own, hoping 
her merits will be a ſufficient addition to my 


ſon's happineſs, that ſum, with my eſtate, 
produced ſufficient to keep my family, and 
even make ſome figure in our little world; 
with the bleſſing of God it will do the fame 


for him, and that without racking his tenants, 


which I never did.” 
'B2 As 


THE IRISH HEIRESS, 
As ſoon as my father had ſettled every 
thing elſe in the will, he began to think about 


the wife-clauſe, and had not much fear of 


wanting an object without fortune. The 


Honorable Auguſta Georgina Moſtyn had 


diſtinguiſhed him from the herd that followed 


her; ſhe indeed had many followers, few 


lovers, and fewer propofals—ſhe was a beauty, 
a Lord's daughter, accompliſhed, comme un 


ange mais fans d' argent, and beauties, even 


if not honorable, are ex2enfive creatures, but 
when there 1s birth to ſwell their wants, hea- 


vens bleſs us it is time to look for the where- 


wich- all, my father had that, her fortune was 
already in the legacy, and he, as an honeſt 


man, thought himſelf bound to put her in 


ſpeedy poſſeſſion. 


He returned to Bath, Lord Moſtyn had a 


houſe there, in the Circus; he kept a very 


handſome ecquipage, a great many ſervants, 
more men than maids, and all upon board 


wages. To be ſure the butchers, bakers, &c. 


did not admire the plan, but what then, the 
landlord 
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THE IRISH HEIRESS, 5 


2 landlord of the next public houſe did we 
cannot pleaſe every body and Lord Moſtyn 


was too much elevated above ſuch creatures 


to think about them, his thoughts were bent 


upon marrying his accompliſhed, his beauti- 
ful, his honorable daughters. 


To be ſure Gerald O'Flaherty, my father, 
was not noble, but of acknowledged good 
blood let me relate a family anecdote. 


My grandfather was offered a title by the 
late Duke of Bedford, on condition of uling 
his influence at an elecon—his anſwer was 
an Iriſh one, for it was a queſtion, and by no 
means uncommon in that country. 


«5s it me, honey a me, Terry O' Flaherty 
that you would make a Lord? me, that am 
deſcended from the Kings of Connaught ? 
Terry O'Flaherty, every body knows me and 
mine theſe four thouſand years, nor will they 
forget thoſe that come after me as long as 


we keep up our names; but if we take up 


|S titles 
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titles, then we ſhall mix with all the new 


Lords that nobody knows, nor nobody wants 

to know. As to my influence, you are wel- 
come to it, if it is in ſupport of my country, 
and if it is not, why you cannot expect it 
you know.” 


But as we are now in Bath, and I muſt not 
occur ſo often to my grandfather, let us Put 
an end to this firſt chapter, 
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CHAP. II. 


N the pinions of affection (to be po- 

etical) did Gerald O'Flaherty fly to the 
Circus, he found Miſs Auguſta Georgina 
Moſtyn alone in the drawing-room. Happy 
moment fora lover. Gerald ſeized the pre- 
cious opportunity and obliged the bluſhing 
fair maid to confeſs, that if Mr. O'Flaherty 


could gain her papa's conſent, ſhe, for her 


part, would not raiſe any obſtacle. I believe 
few reaſonable objections could be raiſed ; 


' Gerald was well born, well bred, well in- 


ſtruſted, well read, well tempered, all which 
might be diſcerned in his countenance, where 
was pourtrayed an engaging ſweetneſs min- 


gicd with intelligence, he had eyes large, 


B 4 by black, 
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black, and ſparkling, was tall, well propor- 
tioned :_ in ſhort, he was called at Bath the 
handſome Iriſhman, 


_ Mi Auguſta had ſome fears that the Viſ= 
count would object. © Papa had very high 
notions about rank.” Well, next day, my 
father waited upon his Lordſhip, and with 
ſome little ceremony introduced propoſals, 
which to a ſtander by would have appeared 
diſintereſted, but to Lord Moſtyn they ſeem- 
ed to give a ſurpriſe of quite another ſort. 
« Bleſs my heart Mr, O'Flaherty, my daugh- 
ter! Miſs Auguſta Moſtyn II acknowledge 
I did not foreſee this Why, Sir, you have 

a pretty fortune, very pretty fortune, for a 
commoner, but I am partial to rank Mr. O' 
_ Flaherty,” 


Gerald modeſtly replied, that though he 
could not boaſt of rank, yet he had been taught 
that as he was ſprung from a very antient 

good family, his blood —” = 
«Iriſh blood remember,” interrupted the 
Peer, “no offence Mr. O'Flaherty, but we 
do 
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0 not look upon Iriſh blood on our ſide of 
, the water.” 
elt is, notwithſtanding,” dad Gerald, = 
2 little riſing in his colour, © the pureſt, for 
Ireland has been once betrayed, while En- 
2 gland has been often conquered,” 
„Well, Mr. O'Flaherty, we'll wave the 
ſudject if you pleaſe, I cannot diſpenſe with 
title, and I am ſure you will not, after this 
$ acknowledgment, endeavour to gain my. 
; daughter's affection; indeed I am convinced, 
her ſweet dutiful diſpoſition will never permit 
her to deviate from my will; ſo on theſe con- 
1 ditions I ſhall be glad of the pleaſure of your 
* company, for you are a very agreeable per- 
lon, Mr. O'Flaherty, indeed your country- 
men are remarkable for inſinuating manners.“ 
My father made many ineffectual efforts to 
move him but in vain, and at length they 
ſeparated, 


Gerald not being forbid the honſe, did not 
leave it, but entered a parlour where Miss 
Auguſta was practiſing ſome of Rauzzini's 

B 5 charming 


10 THE IRISH HEIRESSs, 
charming compoſitions, ſhe ſtopped, he flung 
himſelf into a chair near her, and deplored 
his unhappy fate. She was ſo much affected 
as to uſe her handkerchief, I ſuppoſe to con- 


ceal a grief that was not to be deſcribed, at 


length ſhe ſobbed out, What ſtep en 
for us, my dear Gerald?“ 

ce Indeed,” faid he, © I cannot think of any 
unleſs you would condeſcend to join your 
entreaties to mine; perhaps if the Viſcount 
was convinced your happineſs was concerned 
he might yet retra& his flinty ſentence.” 
No, no, he is not that kind of man, you 
don't know my papa, but I do too well to 
run the riſque of his anger.” 


« Well,” replied my father, he cannot 


prevent our mutual vows, never to wed ano- 


ther.” The lady agreed to all this, ſo they 
vowed mutually, then fervently kifſed a few. 


and parted, 


My father upon returning to his lodgings 
found a letter from a friend in Ireland, re- 
m_ he would ſet off to London to expe - 

dite 
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dite ſome very preſſing buſineſs. Gerald 9 


Flaherty never was backward at ſerving a 


friend, the caſe was urgent, delays dangerous, 
but the worſt part was the idea that he muſt 
not take leave of Auguſta, fearing to attract 


the notice of her father; he therefore wrote 
a note, as a medium, to inform her he was 
going to London, requeſting the honor of her 
commands; to which ſhe wrote the following 
pretty a 1 
pretty anſwer, 


Dear Mr, O'F laherty, 


The idea of your departure fills me with 
mexpreſlible grief, and the more ſo, as I am 
obliged to conceal it from every body, for 
my ſiſters are quite ſpies, and my papa very 
cruel to me on your account; luckily your 
dear billet was brought to me when alone or 
I ſhould have been harraſſed to death, and 
not permitted the pleaſure I now have in writ- 
ing to you: I have no commands but for your 
ſpeedy return to the preſence of 

Your affectionate friend, 


AUGUSTA GEORGINA MOSTY 3 N. 
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12 THE IRISH HEIRESS, 
My reader, whether man or woman, will 


ſuppoſe, that after this delicious epiſtle was 
read about twenty times, kiſſed till it was half 


worn out, ſpoken to as if it had ears to hear, 


and ſighed to as if it had a heart, was depo- 


ſited in my father's boſom—]t was 1o, Oh, 
reader, 
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THE IRISH HEIRESS, 17 


' CHAP. III. 


"HE buſineſs that Gerald had undertaken - | 
was a ſmall matter of law, which we 
all know will not be run over like even ground, 


the worſt is, that when you have clambered 


a good while, and ſeem to be in ſight of the 
top-gallant-maſt you fall ſouſe again into the 
very ocean of uncertainty from whence, you 
ſet out; ſo it was now; many times did poor 
Gerald vow he would leave the whole to the 
lawyers, who ſeemed, whatever his determi - 
nation might be, that ſhould be the cafe at 


_ laſt; then again his heart would not let him 


deſert his friend. 


Mean 


T4 THE IRISH HEIRESS, 


Mean while the Viſcount began to think 


that he had miſtaken his play, and loſt a ſon- 


in-law, whom, in fact, he wiſhed to gain, but 
the noble Lord, at the ſame time thought, 

that refuſing his conſent wonld be a proper 
excuſe for refuſing the handſome fortune that 


he always ſo generouſly declared he meant for 


his daughters, if they married according to. 


their high rank ; people did fay that he could 
not give it, for a reaſon, probably ſufficient 
enough, viz. that he had it not himſelf to give, 


as the family eſtate was ſettled on his ſon, and 


he was known rather to. exceed than fave. 


However, I have eder like a ae 


hiſtorian, what Lord Moſtyn uſed to ſay. 
Not liking to be worſe than his word, he 


with held his conſent when any offer was 
made, but being a kind father, plenty of op- 
portunities were afforded the young folks, 
and if they ſtole a match it was not his fault 
you know, and nobody could expect he 
would give his money in ſuch a cafe; be- 
ſides, the eclat of a public wedding was very 


expenſive; 
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THE IRISH HEIRESS. 15 
expenſive; he lived beyond his income with- 
out thoſe extraordinary calls, therefore, as 
he prudently obſerved to himſelf, it was for 
the good of all parties to avoid them. 


He was uneaſy at my father's long ſtay in 
London ; abſence, diſſipation, a new face, 
either, or all of them might concur to. draw 
him from the chains of his Auguſta ; accord- 
ingly (in uncommon caſes we muſt uſe un- 
common remedies) the good nobleman who 
never deſcended to indirect means but for 
very good purpoſes ſent the following para- 
gradh to the Sun, Star, and World. 


. Rath. 

ce We hear from good authority, that a 

te beautiful lady, not twenty miles from the 

Circus, is going to enter the bonds of 

* matrimony with a nobleman well known 
« on the turf,” 


The ingenuous compoſition took effect, 
my father left every thing in London (as the 
lawyers intended he ſhould) as it was, and 

| haſtened 


16 THE IRISH HEIRESS. 
haſtened to Bath on the modern wings of 


love, a poſt chaiſe and four horſes, which 
whirled him as faſt as the Poets tell us Cupid's 


pinions would have done; he flew to the Cir- 


cus, the Viſcount was not at home; Gerald 
- inquired in faltering accents for Miſs Auguſta, 
he wes ſhewn into a parlour until farther in- 
quiries ſhould be made. One would think 
that love ſerved for ſleep, for inſtead of ſit- 
ting down, as common mortals do after ex- 
traordinary fatigue and agitation, Gerald kept 
pacing the room. particularly towards the 


door, which he opened every minute to liſten 


for the firſt intelligence of his beauteous lady. 


She did not let him wait long, but ſent 
her maid to uſher him into her dreſſing room. 
His reception was moſt gracious, lis Au- 
ouſta held out her lovely hand, which he 
ſeized with rapture, and a converſation en- 
ſued terminating in the acknowledgment that 
the Viſcount's cruelty in forcing his daugh- 
ter's inclinations in ſo tender a point was ſuf- 
ticient to diſſolve all duty on her ſide, and that 
It 


ü THE IRISH HEIRESS. 17 
3 it would be a moſt henious fin if ſhe refuſed 
4 to make her tried lover, Gerald, happy, and 
A in fine, conſented, that the next day he ſhould 
A employ lover's wings again, that is, get freſh 
9 horſes to his poſt chaiſe. 


5 They met, according to appointment, 

| Z marched down to the vineyards without mo- 
7 leſtation, or meeting an acquaintance except 
Mr. King, who made one of his graceful 

4 bows and ſmiled, I ſuppoſe at ſeeing a couple 

ſo well paired, but was too polite to obſerve 

? which way they took, or he might very eaſily 

have traced them to the chaiſe, which wheel- 

cd off to London, and as both parties were 

F of age (indeed Auguita was twenty-ſeven) 

there aroſe no obſtacle to a ſpeedy union. 


CHAP: 
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CHAP. IV. 


FT ER the matrimonial affair was finiſh- 

X ed the bride and bridegroom wrote 

penetential letters, and by the aſſiſtance of 
ſome worthy friends the tender Lord Moſtyn 
was ſo wrought upon, that he condeſcended 


to ſee the two culprits, indeed received them 
with great affability, forgave them with all 
his heart, hoped heaven would do the fame, 


but for the ſake of his other children could 
not in prudence give them a ſix-pence, for 
example's fake; indeed, as it was, he ſome- 


times dreaded the effects of his lenity, but a 
parent could not hold out for ever, and per- 
haps 
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THE IRISH HEIRESS, 19 
Wes their future good behaviour might en- 
title them to ſomething in his will. But all 


this was only a pompous way of talking the 
5 ' worthy perſonage had acquired. Gerald aſ- 
ſured him, he never wiſhed nor fought for- 


tune beyond what he poſſeſſed, and ſhewed 
him the ſettlement he had made of the in- 


* tereſt of fifteen thouſand pounds on Mrs. O' 
Flaherty, and at her death to revert to younger 


children, more he could not do, as the eſtate 
was entailed upon the heir, male or female, 


In a ſhort time they were as friendly as if 


nothing had happened, Gerald had a hand- 
ſome houſe, equipage, &c. the good Lord 
and his two unmarried daughters were never 
_ happier than with them, indeed his Lordſhip 


got ſo friendly at laſt, as to borrow ſome mo- 


ney from his honored ſon-in-law, who lent 


it, much againſt the will of his dear Auguſta, 
who obſerved, it was her papa's foible to for- 


get money matters, and as he did not give 


her any, there was the leſs neceſſity for taking 


any from them; but, though in general ſhe 


had 
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had her way, this time Gerald had promiſed 
before he conſulted her, and his word was his 


bond. 


This female ſprig of Engliſh nobilty could 


not bear the thoughts of going to Ireland, 


ſhe was afraid of the ſavages - ſhe ſuppoſed 
there was not any bread to be got there, as 


they all lived upon potatoes, and what ſhould 


ſhe do for ſociety, for ſhe had heard her 


Mamma lay they only ſpoke Iriſh and howled. 


Gerald pointed out to her many elegant 
perſons of both ſexes, in Bath, from that 
country, aſſuring her, they had left at home 
others quite their equals, ſpoke in raptures of 


the Dublin houſhold leaf, and the bread both 
black and white made in his country houſe, 
ſwore to her that the generality of the people 


ſpoke Engliſh, the lower claſs being, for the 


moſt part, pretty fluent in both languages; 


but, alas! when a perſon who has ſovereign 
power is determined upon a ſubject, ſolicit- 


ation oaly increaſes the force of reſiſtance, 


and 
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and ſo it was now; for the firſt ſeven years of 


their marriage; Gerald never had the plea- 
ſure of ſhewing his houſe, tenants, and ſer- 
vants, to his Auguſta, although next to plea- 
ſing her, it was the wiſh neareſt his heart; he 


uſed to make temporary excurſions himſelf to 


inſpect his affairs, that ſhe never objected to, 
and he thought it an indiſpenſable duty. 

In one of theſe trips he was taken ſo ex- 
tremely ill that my mother was ſent for, and 
her father repreſenting to her many prudent 
reaſons {ſhe conſented to go, but there were 
ſo many things to ſettle, ſo many friends to 
take leave of previous to beginning her jour- 
ney, that by the time ſhe arrived at Cromlah, 
(the name of our paternal ſeat) my father was 
in a ſtate of convaleſcence, to her great joy 
and his too, for he was quite delighted to have 
her to himſelf, pre-enjoying the admiration 
ſhe would excite from his neighbours of 
twenty miles round, and how rejoiced his 
tenants woald be to ſee the Madam, as they 


ſtiled her, and that ſhe being leſs immerſed 


in 
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in diffipation, would beftow on him thoſe 
cares and attentions that make the marriage 


ſtate happy. 


But my mother was not a changeling, ſne 
could not think any thing in Ireland toler- 


able, particularly the inhabitants; their hoſ- 
pitality was diſguſting, their profeſſions hypo- 
criſy, and their accent killed her. When 
they made her a viſit, the whole converſation 


on her part, conſiſted of expatiating on the 


ſuperiority of England in every reſpect, and 
her wretchedneſs in being obliged to exiſt for 
a few months in ſuch a hole as Ireland; a cot- 
tage in England was ſuperior to the beſt 
palace in this ſhocking country, and then ſhe 
would moſt piteouſly bemoan her abſence 
from the Viſcount, her noble father. 


Some of the company thus harrangued 
would really commiſerate her ſufferings, 
others felt offended, ſome did pity her; but it 
was not the ſort of pity ſne wanted. Others 
of an inferior claſs appeared, to admire all ſhe 
| ſaid, 
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THE IRISH HEIRESS., 23 


aid, and ſigh in ſentimental echo with the 
dear lady, and of courſe they were the only 
Z welcome gueſts at Cromlah ; but ſometimes 
X ſhe met with what my country-women call a 
"X dreſſing, like the following. 


« Arrah! Miſtreſs O'Flaherty, what do 


vou mane? If the Iriſh are ſuch ſhocking 
monſters, why did you marry one, you mult 


have been vaſtly diſtreſſed for a huſband, not 
to pick' up a footman, or a groom, as ſome 


of your Engliſh ladies do, inſtead of my poor 


Gerald, Lord pity him,” e up the 
whites of his eyes. 

« Oh! Mem,” ſaid my mother, 44 1 do not 
allude to Mr. Flerty, (as ſhe had ſoftened the 

« And who is this Mr. ler now, 
ſure you don't mane Gerald O' Flaherty, 
you need not want to alter the name, 


for there's none that ever bore it but what 


honored it, and now it honors them, ſo there's 
tit for tat, I belong to the family my ſelf, for 
I am your tenth coulin,” 

C «Oh! 
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Ohl dear Mem, a truce with your re- 
lationſhip, I beſeech you, I only married Mr. 
Flerty, not his clan.“ 


ce] believe the better our luck then,” faid C 
Mrs. Margaret O'Flaherty, * and its bad 


enough too, ſince our chief has married an 
Engliſh lady, for we have loſt a good rela- 
tion, and all his tenants know of him is, that 
they muſt pay for the ſupport of her and her 
clan, (fince that's your Engliſh word) at the 
other fide of the ſae; it was not ſo in his fa- 
ther's time, though he got a good fortune 
with his lady, but _y were content to ſpend 
it where they got it. 


My mother was diſguſted with couſin 
Margaret's rudeneſs, and, riſing, told her, ſhe 


was engaged for the reſt of the morning, and 


aſked if ſhe ſhould ring for her pattens. 


No, ſweet, no, ' ſaid Margaret, I am 
not reduced to that, I have a gentlewoman' 8 
fortune of my own, though not a Lord's 


6 daughter, 
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J aughter, bleſſed be ſweet Joſeph and Mary 
ö keep a car. 
Good morning, Mem,” ſaid my mother, 
ad to get rid of her, and ordered the ſer- 
: Fants never to admit her again. 

She redoubled her rhetoric to prevail on 
4 * ny father to let her return, he might follow 
Shen his buſineſs was compleated ; but ſome 
; how or other my father had found out, when 
, he thought it abſolutely neceſſary he could 
be poſitive too, though it was painful to him, 
9 od now there was a grand reaſon for his aſ- 
ſerting himſelf 


In ſhort my mother was with child, ſhe had 
1 Concealed 1 it from him when he leit England, 
4 put now eit was apparent, and all the aunts, 
Pouf, and goſſips, told him it would be a 
ꝑmoſt terrible thing to let her travel in that 
9 condition, indeed it was as much as her life 
3 as worth; ſo, after many altercations, my 
poor mother was obliged to remain in Ire- 

Band until her child was born, She would 
vol. I. 19 not 
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not go to Dublin, for ſhe ſuppoſed the Hor- | 4 


tentots there would make her ſick by their 
ridiculous imitations of gentility. 


Sometimes my father would 8 ce my dear | N 
Auguſta, you are determined not to ſee whe- 
ther your prejudices are juſt, why will you not [ 
look about my country, you may find ſome- 
thing to render it ſupportable.“ . 
No, that was impoſlible, ſhe knew very x 
well how every thing was, ſhe had heard it al! 
in England.“ Arguments and remonſtrances 
were oppoſed to whinings and wailings for a 
few weeks, when behold I was born. 


* 2 * * * 
22 3 
* 


It was ſettled that I ſhould be nurſed out, 
and accordingly I was given to a farmer's 
wife, one of the bettermoſt ſort ; ſhe lived 
in a cabin that was white waſhed, and it | 
had a chimney and two windows to it, which 
are conveniencies that moſt landlords do not i 
wink of beſtowing upon their . tenants. | 
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My mother recovered apace, kiſſed me, 
and ſet off immediately to dear England, at- 
"0 oed by my father, who gave me his bleſ- 
4 , two guineas to nurſe, and many a long 
x 8 iner look at me, my mother bur 
ried him into the chaiſe, but he kept his head 
Zout of it all through the avenue, that he might 
Fain get the laſt ſight of his infant, —As I” 
* am now born I ſhall begin another chapter. 
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CHAP. V. 


« 2 X 2 8 5% 5 8 eh % x 
r 


TT is my life, moſt beauteous and attentive 

reader, that you have condemned your- 
ſelf to read, only having been an heireſs, 1 
thought it in character to prove that I had a 
father and mother, and even trace their lives g 
a little, as their different diſpoſitions have 5 
been the ſources of all the viciſſitudes in my 4 
life; but you will in general only ſee them 
in future in my company, although I am at ; 
preſent left with nurſe at Cromlah, 


Nurſe | 


f 
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I Nurſe was as fond of me as ſhe could poſ- 
FT” be of my foſter ſiſter, who was only 
one month older, there was very little dit- 

erence made between us, only I wore fine 
Lboache, and Judy had very coarſe, we ſucked 
che ſame milk, were weaned the ſame day, 
Ja out of the ſame porringer ; I was indulged 
4 3 in every thing, right or wrong, becauſe 3 it 
vas not fit to ack lady's children like ſpal- 
¶ peens; indeed, ſometimes when ] returned 
F from any excurſion, and of courſe covered 
3 with mud, I was told, that when my mother 


er 
"4% £5 8 


frequently repeated, and as I had never ſeen 
my mother, I entertained a moſt formidable 
idea of her, concluding, that when ſhe came 
4 home all my enjoyments were at an end, I 
| 2 mutt neither eat, drink, nor run into the dirt, 
2 for- fear of ſcaring. Lord help us, if natural 
| 4 affection be not innate, we are, and frequent- 
y on the beſt principles, rated out of it at 
nurſe. 


C3 ll 
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I was three years old when my father and 
mother returned to ſettle at Cromlah, bring- 
ing with them a fon and an infant daughter; 
no longer then was I an heireſs. Never ſhall | 
I forget the impreſſion my mother's preſence | 


ſtamped upon my mind as I ran after her into 
the parlour; ſhe was tall and ſtately, dreſſed 
as was the faſhion of that time, in a rich flow- 
ered ſilk, which I ſcratched when her back 
was to me to hear the ruſling. I was told to 
call her Mamma, but thought ſhe was too 
fine a lady; in truth I felt all the awe ofa 
little peaſant, nor 1s it ſtrange, never having 
ſeen any but ruſtics from my firft beholding 
the light; my father indeed I had ſome ac- 


quaintance with, as he noticed me a great 


deal, in his annual viſits to Cromlah, and the 
expreſſion of his countenance ſweetneſs itſelf, 
inſpired me with love—my mother's nen 
kept me in fear. 


She wiſhed to conciliate my affections too, 


but ſet out in the wrong road; for example, 


ſhe uſed to whip me for crying after nurſe 
had 
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Jad taken away my apples, or play things, to 
ive to my brother or ſiſter; becauſe they 
. ere che tiger K and oy the ſame reaſon 


41 ble ſuch little things could hurt me, there- 
Fore J muſt not touch them. Little do par- 
ial mothers know what quick feelings the 
Injured or neglected child may have, mine 
Were very acute, it is inconceivable what I 
* ffered on theſe occaſions, conſcious of de- 
—_ to be loved pony. at leaſt. 


1 4 This partiality of my mother s affected 

me ſo much, that I who carroled at my 
urſe's with wanton vivacity, grew lumpiſh, 
nwilling to ſtir, and even to play, granny was 
y nick name, and my mother forced me to 
Join in all the games of the nurſery ; dear 
heart, what a taſk was that to me, Fa 
when ſhe was a ſpectatreſs. 
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As! grew older I grew an hypocrite; i: it! | 
was natural ; for when I uſed to burſt 1 into: 


flood of tears, as was ſometimes the caſe, to 


ments of my mother, ſhe derided me with 


ſo many taunts and ridiculous appellations, 
they became cutting inſults, I was obliged to 
diſſemble, to prevent worſe treatment, until it 2 


came to be a habit; it was a wonder I ever 
got rid of, but 1 did ſo. 


Among other calamities I was put upon a 
very ſtri& regimen, no meat, no butter, no- 


ſee myſelf alone excluded from the endear- | 


7) > Ss oo NS, © 


thing to make my food palatable ; that I could 


have ſubmitred to, had I been allowed enough 


of my bread and potatoes, but my allowance 
was very ſcanty indeed; all this was not out 
of any cruelty, for I am fure my mother 


never gueſſed at my ſufferings, but it was at 


that time the faſhionable manner of rearing a 
child which was ſufficient for her, ſhe had not 


indeed fortitude to perſevere in that plan with 


my brother and ſiſter; he was ſickly, and | 
mult be indulged, ihe the youngeſt, and muſt 
| have 


K 
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have what ſhe cried for; but Auguſta (for I 
| S as called after my mother) was tae eldeſt, 
A and ought to have ſenſe enough to ſet a bet- 
4 ; er example ; an example which, Oh! reader, 
none were to follow. 


In ſhort I grew more dull every day, my 
mother began to fear I ſhould be quite a na- 
| | rural, ſhe did not allow me to be with my 


1 me in private. Who is n it will blame» me 
9 for contriving little plots to elude obſerva- 
| A tion at theſe ſtolen meals, and even to de- 
eeive when queſtioned, leſt an unfortunate 
ſervant ſhould, through a kindneſs, though. 
* a. purchaſed one, loſe her place. 


; ov 
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RL CHAP. VI. 


lM S I grew older matters grew worſe ; my 
mother found out that I was innatel) 
Wl bad in my principles, and that though ſhe 
| 1 corrected me ſeverely for falſhood and theft, 
| yet I was not one bit the better. It is true, 
I own myſelf, with ſhame, guilty of taking 
1 fe loniouſly a piece of bread and butter, an ap- 
Il. ple, or a pear, but it is alſo true, that I was. 
0 oftener falſely accuſed, either through malice, 
WH or by ſome cunning maid ſervant; when any 
* Was — it was directly Miſs O 
| ier 
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Flerty, as they had learned to call me; nay 
1 ometimes would proteſt they had ſeen me 
: n the l for when any creature is once 


E. child, it is s amazing how every one, Gui the 
3 to the loweſt has its fling at it. I 
emember once my brother ſtood forth and 
ö 3 accuſed me of taking in his very ſight my 
mother's bible, and giving it to my nurſe; the 
F more I denied the leſs I was believed, the 
ſervant was ſent up ſtairs to look for it, and 
af actually brought it down; this acquitted me 
1 to be ſure, but my brother was not even re- 
4 Weds but theſe puniſhments muſt have 
been intended to be of ſervice to me, yet 
4 Sentleneſß anſwers much better with my own 
children, and it is natural to ſuppoſe would 
have done ſo with me; how often have I 
owned an uncommitted fault to avoid the pu- 
niſhment I ſhould get by denying it, ſo that, 
in fact, ſeverity drove me to the evil it. was 
2 meant to cure; beſides though I was never 
2 | hardened ſo as not to feel my diſgrace, yet I. 
1 0 6 had. 
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had not that proper ſpirit which may, with a 'v 

little attention, be infuſed into childhood; 1 3 
was not afraid of loſing people's good opi- i 

nion, for I had early experienced the impoſ- 


ſibility of ever ' attaining it it. | v q 


My poor father was rendered very unhappy A F 
| by ſuch ſhocking accounts of me; whenever A 
he ſpoke it was my cuſtom to run from him, 3 
that I might not be found guilty of weeping, Þ 

and that was imputed to contemptuouſneſs. © 5 
I wonder all my little ſorrows did nor ci 
me, for I now ſhudder at the: bare recollec- 'Y 
tion of them. 


8 3 


The reader will perhaps aſk, ls my mo- * 
ther peaceably reſided at Cromlah ; ſhe had | 4 
no uncommon reaſon believe me; like mil- 4 
lions, ſhe had run into ſuch expences, chat 3 
my father could not raiſe money enough o 
pay his debts, he could neither mortgage nor 

ſell, ſo aſter having exhauſted his credit to | 
the laſt, he was obliged to explain to my | 
mother, that their choice lay between Ireland] i 


6 or 
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A or a goal; it ĩs beſt, at leaſt pleaſanteſt, to put 


7 up with an evil of which we know the ex- 
tent, chan one we are quite a ſtranger to; 
ſhe had been in Ireland, but knew nothing 


of a priſon, ſo, in deſpair, fixed upon the 
A fuppoſed leſſer evil. In a ſhort time ſhe 
bent her mind ſo much upon ſaving money 
to clear off debts, that every body was: 
aſtoniſhed at the difference of her character. 
It is but a ſhort ſtage from extravagance 
3 to parſimony ;, ſhe did not ſpend above two 
® thirds of what was even allowed her, and after 
the eſtate was clear, ſhe would not enlarge 

her expences, though at my father's moſt 
earneſt entreaty, who wiſhed to act the ſame 
part with his tenants his father had formerly 
done, but ſhe had ſtill a plea—they might 
have more children, it was but juſt to lay by 
for them, or if not, the girls would be more 
likely to -marry, as her daughters. were enti- 
tled to do if they brought good fortunes, ſo 
there the matter reſted, except that my fa- 

| ther 
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ther gave ſome hundreds away. annually: in 

private donations, for educating and appren- 4 
ticing children, ſuccouring the old, and com- 
forting the ſick; the neceſſary ſums for ſuch % 
a purpoſe, to avoid altercation, uſed to be 
placed to accounts for repairs, improvements 


and loſſes, for my mother was head. ſteward, 
and my father a kind of agent. 


My dreſs certainly did not coſt a great A 
deal, it was a green ſtuff ſlip and petticoat, 
with one of coarſe flannel under, my home- 
made ſtockings were never thrown away 


while it was poſſible to darn them, and my 


feet were ſecured from wet by thick leather 


ſhoes; my ſiſter's cloaths were far from ex- 


penſive, but they were of good materials, and 


neatly made; my mother was always. well 
dr eſſed. 


She took upon herſelf the great and truly 
important taſk of educating her girls; that 
is. to ſay, ſhe ordered her maid to teach me 


to read. and work, and ſhe taught Sophia 
7 eading # 
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Feading, french, muſic, and dancing, for it 
| 1 as a pleaſure to teach Sophia, ſhe learned ſo 
"quick, but all the pains ſhe could take, as ſhe 

5 ſſured my father, were thrown away upon 
me. But accident befriended me in this re- 
A ſpect, or I ſhould never have been able to. 
I ſcrawl my name, or ſpell with a fine lady. 
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CHAP. VII. 


TPATHER O'CALLAGHAN was a moſt W 
= reſpectable old prieſt, he had been my 1 
grandfather's confeſſor, almoner, chaplain; 3 
my father had recanted, as they call it, ſoon 
after my grandfather's demiſe ; he was a pro- 
teſtant before, but could not bear the idea $ 
of diſtreſſing his parent, yet his reſpect for 
father O'Callaghan was not diminiſhed, the A 
chapel was ſtill kept up, and {the people re- oF 
ſorted to it, but their landlord's deſertion hurt 
them all; it was always. attributed to his at- 
tachment for his wife, but there he was 
wronged, | 


o 
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Neronged, my father was truly pious, and would 
q F ever have facrificed his faith but to convic- 
= which, however miſtaken, ought always 


to be reſpected. 


v; Father O Callaghan was not a bigot, he 

loved my father from his infancy, nor did he 
ever ceaſe to do ſo, but he forſook his apart- 
{| ment at Cromlah, ſecing my mother did not 
nike his reſidence there, and retired to a ſmall 
neat cottage, where he cultivated his own 
W little garden, not out of any neceſſity, but he 
0 was one that liked. to labour that he might 
1 give to thoſe in need. He had a ſalary from 
my father more than ſufficient for his wants, 
but he ſhared that and the produce of his 
garden with his flock. Unlike ſome of his 
brethren, who only live by fleceing thoſe 
poor creatures who, God knaws, were bare 
enough before. 


On ſundays he dined with us, ſure of a kind 
reception from his hoſt, and meekly over- 
looking a little havghtineſs in his hoſteſs, as 

he 
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he did not wiſh to loſe entirely the ſociety 


and friendſhip of Cromlah; he always fat 
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next me at dinner, and profeſſed he felt more 4 
love for rhe than any of the others, becauſe 
] had a dejected look, and ſeemed neglected; 
he uſed to want to help me to any thing near 
him, but I did not dare to accept his kind- 3 


neſs, even if ſanctioned by my father, without 
a word from my lady mother. He obſerved Þ 
that Sophia was always after dinner aſked to 


play, © Sweet paſſion of love, Ma cher amie, 
&c. which was heard with great applauſe, 
but that I, though near three years older, was 
_ only a liſtener. 


One day he took the liberty of aſking, if 


Miſs O' Flaherty did not play. 


« No, truly, ſaid my mother, © ſhe is 
ſuch an incorrigible dunce that I find it im- 
poſſible to get her to read, and ſhe is now 
eleven years old.” 


0 The 


' at length «© My good Madam,” ſaid 
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The father croſſed himſelf and ponder- 


| « you ought not to haraſs yourſelf too 


Q 2 
3 8 zl 
8 


; try to make her a papiſt, I ſhould die if any 
J of my Lord e s family were papiſts.“ 


5h 


= when there are people 1n your ſervice 


who would gladly reheve you; I taught your 
WI buſband to read, and would gladly labour in 


the plcaſing taſk of inſtructing his child.“ 
« Aye,” ſaid my mother, © but you will 


Father O'Callaghan was ſhocked at the in- 


ſinuation, and my father confuſed, there was 
7 no remedy but croſſing, and a ſecret prayer 
for patience, then reſuming his calmneſs and 


language together, Madam,” ſaid he, © that 


7 expreſſion is what we neither of us thoroughly 
© underſtand ; for my own part, I am a Catho- 


25 
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lic of the primitive church, ſuch as Mr. O' 


# Flaherty, my pupil, was formerly. I believe 
he knows that I do not make my pupils bi- 


gots, nor do I conſider myſelf authorized to 


inſtruct the young oy 1 in any point but her 
reading and writing.” 
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ve are much obliged to Father O'Callaghan 
for his offer, it will fave you a great deal of 


able to manage the little 3 I was in- | i 


to expreſs it. I thought I could learn if any 


and the alertneſs I diſplayed. in. getting my 
ture, my mother was not by. 


to my leſſon and did not miſs a ſyllable when 
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which before was obſtructed, now became 
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«I think, my dear,” faid my father, « that 


trouble, and I with you would accept of it.” 


wardly very much rejoiced, but I did not Ll I 
body would take pains with me, and next 
morning when my tutor, as I called him, 
came to give me a leſſon, he was aſtoniſhed i 


at the vivacity with which I received him, 
taſk, the readineſs with which I embibed his 
inſtructions, in ſhort, I was a different crea- 

Well, when he was withdrawn, I applied 


the worthy father returned next morning, my | 
ſtupidity was flown, the road to information, 


clear, 


* 5. . 8 
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1 Wc, and my heart exulted in the proſpect ; 
Kt is true, however, that whenever my mo- 
0 Ther came into the room to ſee how I took 
my leſſon, fright overcome inclination, and 
I could not get a word farther ; ſtill ſhe be- 
lie ved in my ſtupidity, and only took what 
E& frther O'Callaghan ſaid in my praiſe as words 
4 of flattery. 


My father at laſt was determined to know 
© which oftheſe oppoſite opinions was juſt, and 
ordered us into the ſtudy. I was no longer 
alarmed before him, but delighted and emu- 
lous to ſhew him my new acquirements, my 
ſucceſs was ſuch, that he profeſſed himſelf 
aſtoniſhed, © But, father,” ſaid he to my 
tutor, it will, I believe, be our moſt pru- 
dent way not to boaſt too much of Auguſta's 
improvements, for as ſhe was ſo backward 
while under her mother's inſtructions, it 
might with. ſome reaſon give her diſpleafure, 
that we would wiſh to avoid.” 


Father 
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« I think, my dear,” faid my father, chat 
we are much obliged to Father O'Callaghan 
for his offer, it will ſave you a great deal of 

trouble, and I wiſh you would accept of it.” 


My mother not oppoſing, my father ſhook 
him by the hand, and hoped he would be 
able to manage the little heretic; I was in- 
wardly very much rejoiced, but I did not dare 
to expreſs it. I thought I could learn if any 
body would take pains with me, and next. 
morning when my tutor, as I called him, 
came to give mea leſſon, he was aſtoniſhed: 

at the vivacity with which I received him, 
© and the alertneſs I diſplayed. in. getting my 
taſk, the readineſs with which I embibed his 
inſtructions, in ſhort, I was a different crea- 
ture, my mother was not by, 


Well, when he was withdrawn, I applied 
to my leſſon and did not miſs a ſyllable when 
the worthy. father returned next morning, my 
ſtupidity was flown, the road to information, 
which before was obſtructed, now. became 

clear, 
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clear, and my heart exulted in the proſpect ; 
it is true, however, that whenever my mo- 
ther came into the room to ſee how I took 
my leſſon, fright overcome inclination, and 
I could not get a word farther ; ſtill ſhe be- 
lieved in my ſtupidity, and only took what 
frther O'Callaghan faid in my FO as words 
of flattery, 


My father at laſt was determined to know 
which of theſe oppoſite opinions was juſt, and 
ordered us into the ſtudy, I was no-longer 
alarmed before him, but delighted and emu- 
lous to ſhew him my new acquirements, my 
ſucceſs was ſuch, that he profeſi Ted himſelf 
aſtoniſhed, © But, father,” ſaid he to my 

tutor, © it will, I believe, be our moſt pru- 
dent way not to boaſt too much of Auguſta's 
improvements, for as ſhe was ſo backward 
while under her mother's inſtructions, it 


might with. ſome reaſon give her diſpleaſure, 


that we would wiſh to avoid.” 


Father 
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Father O'C allaghan acquieſced, he was fh- 
tisfied with doing good and did not want to 


blazon his merits, 


After this I was often allowed by my fa- 


ther to attend him in his ſtudy, but we could 
not do much there, for my brother and ſiſter 


were ſure to add to the party, which laid me 
under no ſmall reſtraint as I was afraid to 


ſpeak or look, knowing that both my words 


and actions were duly conveyed to my mo- 
ther, and at beſt turned into ridicule. 


I was deſirous of reading the bible, and 
thence proceeded my preſent great happineſs 


in being a Catholic; for, until now, my good 
tutor had never ſaid a word about religion, 


except in general terms, but as his affection 


for me increaſed every day, he regretted with- 


in himſelf the condition he was fettered by 


relative to that ſubject, yet thought it a more 


incumbent duty, on reflection, to guide me 
in the right path, and we all know that the 


leſſer duty muſt vie to the greater; ſtill he 


4 | | wavered, 
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wavered, and did nothing until I ſhewed him 
my new bible, and exultingly told him ] in- 
tended to get through itin a week, It ſeem- 
ed, he ſaid, as if Providence pointed out to 
him the track he ought to take, and imme- 
diately he ordered me to begin it for a leſſon, 
and as I read he commented in ſuch a man- 
ner as induced me to aſk many queſtions, for 

| one anſwered generally produced two or three 
more, ſo that by degrees my young mind 
expanded with the love of religion. 
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At firſt J felt the glow of enthuſiaſm, which 
father O'Callaghan himſelf taught me to re- 


preſs, he explained to me the real tenets of 
Z our faith, which are fo different from what 
they are obliged to teach the vulgar—for ex- 
E ample, we do not pray to ſaints as they do, 
we only look at the repreſentative of them 
to remind us of the glory we might attain by 
E imitating their virtues; but this and many 
errors it is not poſſible to explain to 
them without leſſening their reſpect for other 


parts of the greateſt importance, and breed- 


ing 
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ing ſchiſms in the church, by offending ſome 
of its principal members, ſo he never devi- 
ated from the eſtabliſhed modes, except with 
thoſe who had underſtanding enough to ſee 
things in che true light, and ſoul enough to 
reliſha pure and ſpiritual religion, upon which 
topic I do not chuſe to proceed, not thinking 
this a vehicle worthy of ſacred ſubjects. 

And now an event happened, which, as it 
cauſed me at that time much agitation, ſhall 
be introduced in another chapter. 


CHAP, 


TL 
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CHAP. VIII. 


HE event was no more nor no leſs than 
that juſt as I had completed my four- 
teenth year, my mother went. to England, to 
fix my brother James at Eaton, and to ſhew 
Sophia to her Engliſh relations, to get her 


maſters to finiſh her in her accompliſhments, 
and give her a little poliſh, As my father 
did not chooſe to accompany her, being in- 
tent on ſome improvements then making at 
Cromlah, I was left at home to keep houſe, 


to my great delight, 


VOL. I, 


D 


a 


Scarce 


50 | THE IRISH HEIRESS. 
Scarce had I dried up my tears after taking 
leave, for I felt grieved though I cannot tell 
why) before I took upon me the care of a 
houſe in which I had been a ſlave; I gave ſuch 
ridiculous orders, rated the maids for trifles, 
totally forgot eſſentials, and, in truth, a fine 
hand I made of it; then to be flattered by the 
ſervants, that only for father O'Callaghan my 
poor little head would have been turned; 
however I hoarded up ſome experience for 
which I have been the better ever ſince, and 
was at laſt beginning to be a notable houſe- | 
keeper enough, only ſtill a little too much on 
the buſtle, and rather prouder than was ne- 
ceſſary of my bunch of keys. I got ſome 
good clothes too, which though in reality 
quite plain, were, in my opinion, at that time 
very fine, and ſtrutted about accordingly. 


My father took me out ſometimes to viſit 
his neighbours, who, in general, appeared 
pleaſed with me, and ſome of them congra- 
tulated my father upon having one Iriſh child; 
to be ſure I did at times behave with ſo much 

awkward- 


U 
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awkwardneſs as uſed to fret him extremely, 
being in himſelf very obſervant of le bienſe- 
ance, and particular in regard to exact pro- 


priety in a woman's behaviour, even in tri- - 
fles; how then it muſt diſtreſs hum to ſee me 


expreſs my approbation by a loud horſe laugh, 
or at other times, puſhing into the dining 


parlour, before a married woman, who had 


perhaps a title, or aſſiſting the ſervants with 


officious civility to ſet chairs; however, a lec- 
ture, as different occaſions preſented them 


ſelves ſufficed, I did not commit any of thoſe 
piccadilloes twice, excepting the horſe-laugh, 


and nothing could cure me of that but my 


mother's return. 


I have ſince thought that a few well choſen 
Novels might have been of ſervice to me, 


in informing me a little of manners and polite 


converfation; what warnings I might have 
drawn from Evelina without any danger as 


to morals, but my father had a bad opinion 


of them, and ſo had my tutor, though I muſt 
own there was ſome partiality in the buſineſs, 
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as they acknowledged they had never Had 
one; my mother Arid Sophia read nothing 
elſe, which is ſtill worſe, for a conſtant habit 
of that ſort of reading enervates the mind, 
and makes one ſeek for nothing but amuſe- 
ment, whereas that ſhould be only as a relax- 
ation from more fatiguing, and, as I ſhould 
apprehend, more intereſting ſubjects. 


- 


In one of our viſits my father recogniſed 
the ſon of a deceaſed friend, who was ſpend- 
ing the College vacation in the country; he 
wes invited ro Cromlah for a week, and with |? 
much pleaſure accepted tne invitation. 5 


Receiving gueſts was quite a new field for 

me, what a buſtle I put myſelf into, clearing 
the drawers in his room, getting it duſted, 
airing the ſheets, none of which operations | 
were began till he came to the houſe; the | 
bed: had not been lain in for ſome months, 
the only remedy was to light a moſt aſtoniſh- 
irg turt fre on a beautiful May day, and 
ip: ad out the bed beſore it. I was not a little 
proud 
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proud of my care and notability, and expect- 
ed much applauſe when J heard my father on 


the ſtairs, leading up his gueſt, and the ſer- 


yant following with a portmanteau, to take 
poſſeſſion of the apartment; alas! poſſeſſion 
was fully taken already, bed, mattraſs, and 
pillows, in all directions croſſed the room, and 
two maids and myſelf wading about the few 
vacations that were left, to my great ſurpriſe 


they all ſeemed thunderſtruck at being 


obliged to ſtop in the door- way, and my dear 
father told me mildly, that I had done wrong 
in poſtponing ſuch matters until the laſt, for 
that a good manager ſhould never be taken 
by ſurpriſe. 


. 


Mr. Connor did not appear deranged at 
my reception after the firſt minute, he only 
requeſted that the window might be allowed 
to ſtand open, had the portmanteau laid under 
the hed, as the only place, and walked away. 


1 found this gentleman' s company very 
agreeable, he ſhewed me a kind of gallantry 
D 3 in 
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in it, which I not knowing the meaning of, 


liked very much; we walked out with my 


father or tutor always of the party, we rode, 


we angled; at laſt one evening he came into 
the parlour, Faith and I was looking for 


you, my lovely Miſs O'F laherty,” laid he. 
For what?” ſaid I. 


„For what, and you can't gueſs? Why 


there's the ſervants all dancing like St. An- 
thony' s fire, to the bleſſed muſic of a bag- 


pipe. I bid them ſtop that you might come 
and lead off in the middle of it.“ 


« Why don't you know,” faid I, © that I 
cannot dance, or I thould enjoy it "voy 


much. - 

Och, and you may ſay that,” m ' ſaid Con- 
nor, © come, or by the holy . IU go to 
bed without my ſupper to-night.” 

« You may try, Auguſta,” faid my father, 
«a bad beginning is lometimes better than 
no attempt. 


I did not want more, but flew into the 
| hall, and was happier that one evening gjump- 


ing 
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madverſions upon my blunders made the 
evening glide away before I thought we had 


danced an hour. My father enjoyed our 
pleaſure, and we had a number of little droll 
remarks at ſupper, 


Mr. Connor was to return to College next 
day, and expreſſed ſo much ſorrow for the 


feparation, that my father invited him to 
Cromlah the next vacation. 


We now prepared for the reception of my 
mother and ſiſter. 'I was glad of their in- 
tended return, I hoped my mother would 


perceive and rejoice in my improvements, 


for I could read french and latin, and in- 
deed ſpoke the latter pretty fluently, I could 
play a little on the bagpipes, I was well read 


in Hiſtory, and had formed a number of 
little plans to amuſe her, and conciliate her 
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| ing about, as the domeſtics taught ε 
at any aſſembly J ever went to afte ID : "7 
gaiety and innocence unmixed with care, ank 

my partner and our gueſt's good natured ani- 
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I thought that now being tall and 


i{tance which froze up my faculties ; in ſhort 

I looked forward with the prou1 hope that 

every thing would be jult as I wiſhed, for in 
youth we are all ſanguine. 
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CHAP. IX. 


HE day come, my mother arrived, we 
all ran to the Hall door to welcome 
her. After my father's firſt greetings I made 
up to her and received a kiſs, which I thought 
a great favor, another with an air of conde- 
| ſcenſion from Sophia, we all marched into the 
| parlour, I chattering all the way, aſking fifty 
queſtions of my ſiſter, who being always re- 
markable for prudence, anſwered with the 
greateſt reſerve, 


We were no ſooner ſeated than my mo-- 
ther exclaimed, that I was a dreadful figure, 
53 3 and 
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and wondered I ſhould dare to change my 
dreſs in her abſence, „Here,“ ſaid ſhe, «is 
our Auguſta dreſſed out as if ſhe was a wo- 
man, and I ſee has lived well, look how fat 
and brandy-faced. ſhe looks.“ 

She is not tall, Ma'arn,“ ſaid Sophia, 
" but has got high heels to her ſhoes.” 

« Ah! nothing was too good for my lady 
while we were away I ſuppoſe, Mr. Flerty, 


I did not imagine that becauſe I was travel- 
ling and toiling for the good of my family, 


you woue ſet up the forward minx in fuch 
a manner.“ 

« Why, my dear Auguſta,” ſaid my poor 
father, who wiſhed to avoid an altercation, 
and was diſtreſſed about me, © why will you 
not reflect that our daughter now has ſome 
pretenſions to be put, with your leave, a little 
forward. I fee that Sophia is extremely ſmart 


in her riding habit, and applaud your taſte, 


and hope that whatever is deficient in Au- 
guſta's dreſs, will be, under your eye, pro- 
perly adjuſted, as we were both ſenſible that 
thoſe matters could not be compleatly done 


without 
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| without your aid, and ſhe looked forward in 
[1 oreat hopes that you would be pleaſed with 
her conduct, as ſhe has endeavoured to be a 
good girl in your abſence, and had almoſt 
arrived to be a tolerable houſekeeper.” 

« As to Sophia's ſmartneſs, replied my 
mother, „ ſhe is a very different perſon, ſhe 
knows how to make the moſt of her things, 
and is beſides a good child, who has ſhewn 
me a great deal of affection and duty.“ 

My Auguſta,” ſaid my dear father, “you 
have always ſhewn ſo much love and parti- 
ality to Sophia, who is a very good girl, that 
ſhe could not but return it; what begets af- 
fection in children but that tenderneſs from 
their parents, which is the birthright of each 
in equal proportion, and which I. hope you 
and I, my dear, will feel equally for all our 


offspring, unlike ſome few unjuſt people, who 


laviſh all their love upon a ſingle one, and 
then puniſh the reſt for not returning an at- 

fection they never had the happineſs to en- 

Low > 
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« All I ſhall ſay, Mr. Flerty is, that you 
ſpeak abſurdly; I know that all parents love 
one child better than the reſt, a mother is 
beſt judge of the moſt worthy, and that one 
is not Auguſta; I expect to ſee fine work to- 
morrow in the houſe, when I come to over- 
look matters, but as I am almoſt killed with | 
the fatigue of travelling over your hideous | 
Iriſh roads, ſhall defer any examination until | 
then.“ 5 

« My dear Mamma,” ſaid the poor cul- | 
prit, «© though I do not pretend to have So- 
phia's merit, yet I hope my ready obedience | 
and willingneſs to learn will obtain me a por- | 
tion of your regard.” 

Heavens, Miſs F 3 do . ſome pity 
on my poor ears; conſider, I have not been | 
uſed of late to your vulgar accents, do reftrain | 
your tongue until you can bring yourſelf to 


Pres a little like Sophia.“ 


I had muſtered up all my courage in ma- 
king my ſpeech, and the manner in which | 
it was received quite ſtunned me, The re- 


mainder | 
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mainder of the day was ſpent in my former 


ſilence, alias ſtupidity, and in dreadful appre- 
henſions of the next morning, as J had ſenſe 
enough to know that great inexperience 
would not be admitted for any little errors 
I might have committed; ſtill too I ſaw 


Sophia was to be indulged as the youngeſt, 
and I ſtill to be made an example none were 


to follow. 


| CHAP, 
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CHAP. X. 


A ETHOUGH » not my hopes, my fears 
were fulfilled in the ſtrictneſs of the 
letter; in every department of the houſhold 
were faults of which I ſolely bore the blame. 
There was not any butter falted, nor any 
cheeſe made, becaule, as the dairy-mail ſaid, 
Miſs, heaven bleſs her, had ſuch loads melt- 
ed, and made into paſte, and gave the ſer- 
vants ſo much for breakfait; in the kitchen 
there was not either hams or pickled beef, 
ill it was poor Miss; ; it was my fault like- 

wiſe 
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wiſe that a pair of blankets and ſome ſheers 
were miſting, and, when offering to juſtify 


myſelf, I was ſilenced on account of what was 
called my odious brogue, ſo that I gave my- 


ſelf up to affliction, with the addition of be- 
ing forced to conceal 1 it. 


I ſtill remember, that when ſent by my 
mother on any little commiſſion, I uſed to 
weep all the way going, and dry up my tears 
all the way back; ſhe was ſo very harſn, that 
comparing it to the happy hours I had paſſed 


in her abſence, life became now quite a bur- 


then. 


But ſhe took up a ſtory about Mr. Con- 
nor and me in ſuch a way, that home be- 
came hateful to me; to be ſure, in her de- 
fence, I muſt own, ſhe had it from Sophia; 
who had it from their Engliſh maid, who put 
it together from different accounts from the 
reſt o the ſervants. 


One 
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One morning I was called down to my 
mother's toilet, her maid and my ſiſter were 
preſent. 


« So, Miſs, here has been fine doings in 
my abſence ; I hear you have been encou- 
raging fellows.” 


When I entered the room I expected a 
lecture, and it was my uſual cuſtom not to 
ſpeak, but receive the whole in filence, and 
then my ſentence ; for J found always that 
ſpeaking in my own behalf did not do the 
leaſt good, as, in the firſt place, it was an 
eſtabliſhed rule not to believe one word I ſaid, 
and the ſecond, that it was a breach of filial 
duty to think that my mother could err in 
giving judgment; but now ſhe looked at me 
to ſpeak, who 1n reality did not comprehend 
the ſubject, ſol ſimply ſaid, What did A 
do, Madam?“ 

« There's a bold ouſtion,” ſaid my mo- 
ther, © which I bluſh to anſwer ; why pull 


you 
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THE 1RISH HEIRESS. 8 
you about and kiſs you, you cunning bold 
girl, but you won't tell the truth.“ 

« Indeed, Madam,” faid I, ce if you will 


belic ve me, not a word of all has is true, who 


can ſay it, who was preſent?” 
«The dairy-maid and cook were both 


55 preſent, Ma'am,” faid Mrs. Jane, to whom 


my mother had referred. 
„Come, Auguſta,” faid Sophia, cc you 
cannot deceive Mama, ſhe is all penetration, 


and we well know Mr. Connor diverted 
' himſelf by making love to you, and taking 


liberties which it was ſcandalous 1 in you to 


allow of. a 


I. wonder my emotions did not overcome 
me at this accuſation ; I, a young girl unuſed 


$ to the world, baſhful in my feelings, Who 


never had an idea of the leaſt indelicacy, to 
be ſo dreadfully and ſuddenly ſhocked. At 
firſt I remained dumb, my eyes fixed with 


L altoniſhment, but was rouſed by Jane's add- 


ing ſeveral circumſtances to her ſtory, which 
no doubt ſhe thought probable herſelf, and 


was 
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One morning I was called down to my 
mother's toilet, her maid and my ſiſter were 


preſent. 


So, Miſs, here has been fine doings in 


my abſence; I hear you have been eneou- 


raging fellows.” 


When 1 entered the room I expected a 


lecture, and it was my uſual cuſtom not to 


ſpeak, but receive the whole in filence, and 
then my ſentence ; for I found always that 
ſpeaking in my own behalf did not do the 
leaſt good, as, in the firſt place, it was an 
eſtabliſhed rule not to believe one word I ſaid, 


and the ſecond, that it was a breach of filial 


duty to think that my mother could err in 
giving judgment; but now ſhe looked at me 


to ſpeak, who in reality did not comprehend 
the ſubject, ſol ſimply ſaid, © What did * 


do, Madam?“ 
« There's a bold question,“ ſaid my mo- 
ther, Which I bluſh to anſwer ; why pull 
ks | you 


girl, but you won't tell the truth.“ 


« Indeed, Madam,” ſaid I, < if you will 


believe me, not a word of all this i is true, who 
can ſay it, who was preſent?” 


« The dairy-maid : and cook were both 


my ae e had referred. 


« Come, Auguſta,” faid Sophia, «you 


cannot deceive Mama, ſhe is all penetration, 
and we well know Mr. Connor diverted 
himſelf by making love to you, and taking 
liberties which it was ſcandalous in you to 


ow. of.” a 


I wonder my emotions did not overcome 
me at this accuſation ; I, a young girl unuſed 
to the world, balhful in my feelings, who 
never had an idea of the leaſt indelicacy, to 
be ſo dreadfully and ſuddenly ſhocked. At 


firſt I remained dumb, my eyes fixed with 


aſtoniſhment, but was rouſed by Jane's add- 
ing ſeveral circumſtances to her ſtory, which 


Was 
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you about and kiſs you, you cunning bold 


no doubt ſhe thought probable herſelf, and 
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was encouraged by my ſilence to utter—a 
ſilence in the opinion of all, umplying guilt, 


1 flew out of the room to father O- Call- 
ghan's cottage, and flinging myſelf before 


him on my knees, burſt into a flood of tears. 
Seeing the agitation I was in, he did not at- 
_ tempt checking me for ſome time, at length 


aſked, © What, my child, can occaſion cis 1 


diſtreſs?” 


« Oh! father,” faid I, «] ae live at : 


home, none inhabit there but enemies, who 


are conſtantly poiſoning my mother's ear 


| againſt me. I uſed to ſuffer enough before; | ; 


but this wicked Engliſh woman has perſuaded | 
her that I allowed Mr. Connor to take li- 


berties with me, coupling rudeneſs and love 


together, as terms I eaſily complied with; 


you know my innocence, dear father, but 


my mother never believes me, and as I can- 
not bear to be looked upon in ſuch a de- 
graded light, aſk my father to put me to ſome : 
boarding ſchool, even though it will take me 
from him whom I love better than all the 

world; 7 


world ; my mother unhappily does not 
chuſe I ſhould love — | 


his cjaculations before he would anſwer me: 


« My dear child,“ faid he, © your ſorrows 
muſt indeed be great ſince they have found 
utterance, for I often obſerved your patience 


and admired it, as the utmoſt ſtretch of vir- 


tuous fortitude and filial duty. But you are 
come to me for advice, and I will give it to 
vou. By no means deſert yourſelf, by deſert- 
ing your home, innocent as you are, it will 
fix an indelible ſtigma on your fame; it 
will be blazed about, that your conduct with 


Mr. Connor was men as to oblige your pa- 
rents to remove you.” 


[7 inſult me.” 

: « Why complain of them to your father, 

he does not know half the extent of your 

& miſery, though he knows enough to pity you 

more than he dares to expreſs; but he was 
always 
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The good Prieſt croſſed himſelf and made 


Dear father,” faid I, «what can I do at 
home, where even the ſervants are allowed to 
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have apoſtatized without ſome extraordinary 


dear, return, and endeavour now to act like 


will always be a virtue in you. So giving 
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always of an indolent temper, which has en- 
tirely ſubdued him to your mother, for do you 4 
think, my dear, a man of his ſenſe could ever 7 


influence over his mind, depend upon it he is 
in his heart a Catholic, and one day will ſhew 
it: But of the ſervants we may complain, and 
I will go to him this moment; do you, my 
one that muſt in ſome meaſure be her own 
defender, let your actions be all open to the I 
world, treat aſperſions with a mild dignity, ; 
it will abaſh the inventors and awe thoſe into | 
incredulity who would wiſh to believe them, 
to your motlier be ever reſpectful and duti- 3 
ful, it may one day perſuade her, and if not, b 
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me his benediction, he led me out of the 
houſe, he even accompanied me to the gates 
of Cromlah, where 1 entered, and gained the 
nurſery, which was my apartment, with a 5 
mind ſomewhat compoſed, 9 


- 
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CHAb. XI. 


+ 


HAD not been there long before my 
ſiſter came into the room, attended by Jane, 
and both in a farcaſtic way began to talk of 
Mr. Connor, and that in a manner I was a 
ſtranger to—the expreſſions were too indeli- 
cate for repetition. I will not jay that felt 
very calm, but, as I have before mentioned, 


[ my genuine feelings, and managed to keep 
[7 litence the better from having in the morning 
indulged in the luxury of giving ſcope to 
them. 

Their 


] had been taught from infancy to diſguiſe 
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room to the no ſmall W of Sophia 


Sophia, © but in that caſe what ſhall we ſay! Wo 4 


\reached the dreſſing- room. 


ſaid my good father. Madam,” continued 
be to my mother, I find your Engliſh maid] 
has wickedly and preſumptuouſly ſpoken of 
our daughter Auguſta, in a manner that muſt 
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Their inuendos at length began to be 04 
very clear, that I ſeemed to underſtand thei 
whole extent of their meaning, which was oi 
no means flattering to me, when my father 
voice ſummoned us to my mother's dreſſing. 


and ang 


« Lord, Miſs, cinta has been liſtening 
to our chat, and has told miſtreſs.” . 
« Oh! dear, Jenny, I hope not,” wall 


Ohl deny it all, or I ſhall be turned away, 
and you ſcolded, which would be worſe,” 1 


lo this half whiſper we went on until wel 


ec Sit down Auguſta, ſit down Sophia,” 


. 
. 
: 
| 


have wounded every maternal feeling ; lam, 
happrſ 


5 
21 
£ 
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Y happy to be able to give you the ſatisfaction 


of knowing it to he a moſt falſe and malicious 
tale, as I was a conſtant witneſs of Mr. Con- 
nor and Auguſta's conduct the whole time 
he was here, and gave it my full approba- 
tion; now what motive do you think could 


actuate that wretch who has wantonly endea- 


voured to throw a ſtigma upon our child, 
or what ſecurity that you are not yourſelf at 


other times the object of her malignity ?” 
Let us hear what ſhe has to fay, Mr, 
Flerty, ſaid my mother, “you frighten the 
poor g1r;, what motive could ſhe have to diſ- 
cover any thing but the truth ? But you will 
be prepuzced becauſe ſhe is an Englith wo- 
man. 

J heard it foo all the ſervants,” ſai 


Jenny. 


All the ſervants were called, each denied 
the charge, and after inveſtigating the buſi- 
neſs cloſely, my father deſired to have her 
diſcharged, my mother refuſed, and Jenny 
beca ne more pert than ever to me, and ama- 


zingly 
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zingly faucy to poor Sophia. Entruſting ſer- 
vants too far is making tyrants of ſlaves; ſhe 
eaſily found out that I privately profeſſed 
myſelf a Catholic, and as that could not be 
denied, told it with great triumph to my 
mother; father O'Callaghan was forbidden 
the houſe immediately, and complaint made 
to my father, that I might be obliged to ab- 
jure my faith. | 


My worthy parent called me to his ſtudy, 
and directly Sophia ran after me to hear what | 


he ſhould ſay; my father gravely told her, 
to go to her mother, who would otherwiſe be 


alone. 


Ta Never mind that, Papa, ſaid ſhe, «I want 
to ſtay here.” . 

No, Sophia, you muſt go,“ and ſeeing 
ſhe did not move, (indeed ſhe did not often 
obey him unleſs it exactly coincided with her 
own inclination) he took her hand, and put- 
ting her gently out of the room locked the 


door. 


He 
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Joy its index, the countenance, what the ſub- 


Jiject would be of a converſation fo difficult to 


« Auguſta,” at laſt, ſaid he, you muſt 
now begin to think and act for yourſelf, your 


ſituation in life is an embarraſſed one—in tle 


ſeaſon of youth it is neceſſary you ſhould en- 
deavour to attain the prudence of age, I can- 
not, openly fide with a daughter againſt her 
mother, nor will I leave that daughter with- 


out protection while ſhe deſerves it by her 
duteous attention, but it muſt be, for her own 


good, given in ſuch a manner, as not to of- 


fend another. You underſtand me,“ pro- 
ceeded he, © the ſubject is ſo delicate that it 
is improper to be too explicit on it.“ 

« Yes,” ſaid I, it is, alas, true, that I un- 
derſtand you ſo far, but there ſeems to be 
lomething to come which you wiſh to ſoften 
by this goodneſs, tell it all now, my dear fa- 

__— E ther, 
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= He then fat down and looked at me ear- 
neſtly without ſpeaking; I fat likewiſe gazing 
Jas if 1 would look into his ſoul, and find out 
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ther, while you love me I can bear anf : 
thing.” bh 

“There is nothing to be dreaded,” my 
child, but you are growing up, it is proper 
to accuſtom you to think of and feel your fi. 
tuation; I may not have long to live, and 
would ſee you attain a firmneſs of mind, al. 
ways deſirable in conducting us through life.“ 


An involuntary impulſe made me throw 
1 on my knees before him, and fay, 
Dear father, if you die take me with you, 
this world will be then no place for me.“ 


He raiſed and kindly bade me recollect 
my thoughts. * We are not the nearer death 
for being prepared, Auguſta,” and Kiſſing my 
check, made me fit down again while he pro: 
cecded. 


« It may ſeem odd to you, and more fo to 
others, that I, who have renounced the Pa- 
piſh religion, ſhould allow you to be educated 
by a Pricft of that perſuaſion ; but conſider 
your 
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your ſituation, you were eleven years old 
without the uſual inſtructions of childhood, I 
would indeed with much pleaſure have been 
your tutor, but many powerful motives with- 
held me. I thould have fallen, it is proba- 
ble, into that common error, of being partial 
to the child that claimed the greateſt part of 
my attention, and thus ſhould have perhaps 
loſt ſight of juſtice, in the diſtribution of my 
parental regards. I have ſeen too many in- 
ſtances of parents making their love for one 
child a reaſon for neglecting the welfare of 
the reſt not to guard againſt it myſelf; but 
ſuppoſing that not to happen, you would, 
my love, nevertheleſs, have lain under the 
diſadvantages attending a favorite, for ſuch 
you would have been thought, and you may 
know how diſagreeable the conſequences 
would have been. I ſhould have feared offend- 
ing your mother too, which might, in that 
reſpect fall heavy upon you, for if I ſhould die 
before her, as I have long thought I ſhall, 
you and your ſiſter will be almoſt dependant 

E. 2 „ pen 
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upon her, as your fortune cannot be in your 
own power till her deceaſe; all theſe conſi- 
derations have determined me rather to ap- 
pear neglectful of my child; had I done 
_otherwiſe, a breach might have been raiſed 
in my family which I am too weak to reſiſt, 
and perhaps ſhould have been too proud to 
ſubmit to.” 

My dear father,” ſaid . cc never pre- 

ſumed to ſcan your actions, I always ſuppoſed 
you were faultleſs, for father O'Callaghan Þ 
told me he is ſure you are a Catholic in your 
heart, and may holy Mary keep you ſo.” 

Father O'Callaghan was wrong there, 
and doubly wrong in teaching you opinions 

that I diſapproved ; but why do I blame. him, 
could I expect he would inſtruct a pupil in 
what he deems erroneous? I expected juſt W 
what has happened, and thought a Catholic 
of pure principles ſuch as his, and well in- 
ſtructed in other points, preferabl-: to an ig- 
.norant woman, that ſhould call herſelf a Pro- 
teſtant, without knowing any other reaſon for 
being fo than going to church and hating 


Papiſts.“ 8 
1 J 
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I tire your attention, my child, and have 


not yet mentioned why you are here. I wiſh 


you to throw off all girliſhneſs, 1 call upon 
you to aſſert the underſtanding Providence 


has gifted you with, and when a propoſition 


is made to you, even by your parents, con- 
ſult that and your conſcience, neither ſuffer 
yourſelf to be biaſſed by love nor fear, when 
you can with virtue and diſcretion yield I 
would have you, but when otherwiſe, take 


time to conſider well, and adopt always that 
mode of conduct which will be moſt actept- 
able to a father more kind and protecting 


than I have been.” 


« Sir,” faid I, „your words ſink deep in 


my heart, never can I forget your ſolemn 
charge, but there is even now ſome cauſe, 


there is ſomething that I muſt at my early age 


deliberate upon.” 


« Therefore,” ſaid my father, I hope 
your anſwer will not be either raſh or peremp- 


tory. Your mother is informed of your per- 
verſion as I muſt call it, and inſiſts, as you 


value her favor, you wil recant,” | 
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« No, Sir, I will ſuffer mirtyrdom firſt.“ 
es that your deliberation,” Auguſta, is 
it thus with all the poſitiveneſs and quickneſs 
of a light mind you anſwer your parent in a 


matter of ſuch conſequence.” 


Pardon me, Sir, I was not prepared, and 
of courſe not guarded in my anfwers, but it 
is a ſubject I have reflected upon often, 
and I prize the vexations I meet with in this 

world, and the glory I ſhall have in eſ- 
caping from them ſo highly, that were it poſ- 
ſible, my father, to attain it, I would ſuffer 
any torture moſt gladly.“ 

« Auguſta,” faid he coldly, ce one wed 
imagine by your diſcourſe I aſked you to be 
an heathen; is ir renouncing the Chriſtian 
religion to embrace the mode of following it 
that your parents prefer?“ 

„Sir,“ ſaid I, © the firſt ſtep is moſt dif- 
ficult; I might begin by being an heretic, 
and end by being an atheiſt; ſo I have heard 
father O'Callaghan ſay.” | 


My 
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My father roſe, walked acroſs the room, 
and ſeemed vexed to the very ſoul, I feel 
for him now, but at that time I, with all the 
romantic vanity of a young mind, was in- 
wardly pleaſed at my conſtancy at this be- 
| ginning of perſecution, as I called it, and 
even thought that I ſhould by my great con- 
duct win over my father to the perſuaſion. 
he had quitted. Youthful zeal is ever eager 
to hope for and anxious to make proſclytes. 


I ſcarcely at the time marked his agitation, 
ſo pleaſingly were my thoughts engaged, 
until he walked up to me and faid, «© Miſs 
Auguſta you have rather cut off the argu- 
ments I meant for your advantage, but I ſhall 
ſtill expect the virtue of obedience to all my 
reaſonable commands, though I am, accord— 
ing to you an heretic, and in a fair way of 
becoming an atheiſt they are, that you will 
read impartially ſome books of controverſy 
which J here furniſh you with, and that you 
will hear Mr. Buxton, our worthy rector, 
E 4 upon 
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upon the ſame topic, before you preſume to 
give your definitive anſwer.” 

« I have offended you, my dear father,” 
faid I, © forgive me, tho' you are an heretic 
you are the beſt of men; you will not al- 
ways be averſe to the true principles, but do 
forgive my pertneſs and I will indeed obey 
you, only let me have father O' Callaghan 
preſent at the conference.“ 
te forgive you, Avguſta, but father O' 
_ Callaghan is forbid the houſe, your mother 
has ordered, and I approve it. But go now, 
here are the books, read them, and judge 
yourlelf, coolly and ſenſibly, and if doubts re- 
main, propoſe them to Mr. Buxton, and let 


me if poſſible ſee peace and ee in my 
family. 


CHAP. 
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„ , CHAP. XII. 


FELT the utmoſt grief at finding myſelf 


debarred the ſight and converſation of my 
tutor, but found no ſmall comfort, after the 
firſt effuſion of grief was over, in placing it 
to the account of perſecution, which now 


appeared already commenced, and my rea- 


ſonings on the ſubject were not by any means 


unpleaſant to me. I pictured myſelf aſſailed 
by my mother's threats, my ſiſter's ſatires, 
my father's entreaties; I as firm as an old 
oak, adhering the more ſtrongly for the tem- 
peſt of ſufferings that ſeemed burſting upon 


1 
j 
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me, ſuch as locking up, faſting, &c. until 
at laſt I ſhould be turned out of doors, when 
I, not the leaſt diſmayed, ſhould be driven 
all round the Iſland to edify the people by 
my example, and to preach before I was 
ſtarved to death; and even then, not fatis- 
fied with my picture, ſuppoſed my mother's 
repentance, my own hiſtory among the le- 
gends, and my father's ſorrow, which would 
infallibly lead him to become a proſclyte, 
and mylelf fainted at leaſt; all this was to 
reſult from my ſteadineſs. I will acknow- 
edge the books my father gave me hail 
not fair ſcope for in my frame of mind, I was 
pre viouſly reſolved agaialt whatever ar- 
gum ents they mighe: contain, and what 
I could not confute any other way, I ſet 
down, ſome as falſe, ſome as abſurd, and 
all as wicked, and was fure father O'Calla- 
ghan would ſoon be able, if permitted, to 
combat every article word for word. 


[ was not allowed to dine below, or ſee 
my mother for two days, I was then {ent 
for into her dreſſing- room, which was 

f uſualh 
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uſually the audience chamber, where ſhe was 
fitting in her fanteuil, my father near the 
fire, Sophia at the other ſide, and at the ta- 
ble, placed before my mother, ſat Mr. Bux- 
ton, a venerable good looking old clergy- 
man, to whom ſhe was in the moſt pathetic 
accents revealing her misfortunes; © She who 
was the beſt of parents, who had, for the 
fake of her offspring, given up her country, 
iriends, time, youth, and every enjoyment, 
who had taken the moſt tender care of our 
early iafancy, regardleſs of her reſt, which 
was nightly broken in upon to the great riſk 
of her life; ſhe, who had with the utmoſt Ja- 
bour educated us herſelf, in the beſt ma nner, 
as any one might ice indeed by Miſs Sophia, 
for ſhe, thanks be to heaven, had profited by 
her tuition and was a good child; but Au- 
ouſta — and then followed a ſhower of tears 
in which, after ſome efforts, Sophia joined. 
When they had exhauſted themſelves my 
mother proceeded. 


5 « Auguſta 


** 
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« Auguſta, the unworthy wretch, had from 
her cradle imbibed the worſt principles, would 
ſteal apples as ſoon as ſhe could run alone, 
and deny it in the moſt hardened manner, 
ſhewing early what ſhe would at laſt become, 
nevertheleſs it was hard to a fond mother to 
ſee her child an apoſtate. 


Think, reader, what a conſequential figure 
I cut all this while, ſtanding up in the middle 
of the room confounded with my former 
guilt, for with ſhame I acknowledge the ap- 
pies. Real ſorrow for my mother's tears, and 
indignation for Sophia's, who but too appa- 
rently was ſqueezing her eyes together to 
force them out, had a ſtrange effect on my 
countenance. I had ſome little hope in my 
father, who ſeemed to be diſtreſſed for me. 
He now took advantage of another flood of 
forrow to ſpeak comfort to us all. 


Firſt to my mother, beſeeching her not to 
mourn as one without hope, notwithſtanding 
my paſt tranſgreſſions, for children will cat 


* 


4 


THE IRISH HEIRESS, B85 


apples, and ſometimes deny it when afraid of 

puniſhment ; but * theſe days are over now, 
my dear, and as this laſt error originated from 

the inſtructor we gave her, and her own 

youth and immature underſtanding, I hope, 

with the aſſiſtance of my friend Buxton, to 

get over that tao; what ſay you, Auguſta, 

are you open to conviction?” 

« No, Sir,” ſaid I, fooliſhly enough. 

« The young lady,” faid Mr. Buxton, 


| ſmiling, © is poſitive I ſee in her doctrine, 


but as you have given me leave to be her 
tutor, perhaps ſhe will, by liſtening atten- 


tively to my arguments, find the preference | 


due to our mode of worſhip.” 
« ] ſhall renounce her if ſhe does not,” 


faid my mother, © I abominate a Papiſt; but 


take her, Sir, talk to her, and if you can 
make any thing of the wretched creature, 
] beg you will.” 


My father then conducted us into a par- 
lour, and having admoniſhed me againſt pre- 
ſumption 
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ſumption and rach determination, left us to- 
gether. 


Mr. Buxton, with a zeal I cannot now 
blame, as he no doubt thovug'it himſelf right, 
exerted his powers in a wonderful manner, 
he confounded me often, but nothing could 
ſtagger me, I was wrapped up in the cer- 
tainty of being right, in the hopes of fame and 
laſting glory; my reply at laſt was, that I 
could not expect a miracle in my favor, which 
it would be were I able to cope with a learn- 
ed divine like him, but that it almoſt. 
amounted to one that J was ſtill enabled by 
heaven to keep myſelf unſeduced by the very 
ſpecious things he had aſſerted, that the 
thoughts of perſecution did not frighten me, 
as I ſhould have ſufficient reward in ſtore for 
all that might annoy me. 


After two or three conferences, i in which 
] was not more moved than in the firſt, Mr, 
Buxton prevailed upon my parents to leave 
me to my ſelf, i in that reſpect, for a ſeaſon, to 
cultivate 
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cultivate my mind by uſeful reading and in- 
ſtructive converſation, throwing in now and 
then a book of controverſy to let me per- 


ceive how much they both wiſhed for my 
converſion, but in the gentleſt manner, and 


to keep from my mind every idea of being 


as he perceived the enthuſiaſm in my diſpo- 
ſition could not be governed by rough per- 
ſuaſion or dry argument. 


compelled to any doctrine I did not approve, 
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T DON'T know how far Mr. Buxton's 

advice might have been followed had not 
the attention of the family been called off 
from me, (to the great downfall of my hopes) 
by making preparations to receive my bro- 
ther during his winter vacation, and my 
couſin, the Honorable Mr. Moſtyn, who 
had obtained permiſſion to ſpend ſome time 
with us; he was my brother's ſenior by three 
years, and on the point of leaving Eaton. 


My 
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My mother was filled with the greateſt joy 
at the promiſed ' viſit, ſhe furniſhed Sophia 
with many valuable ornaments, and took 
from me a ſuit of lace my father had given 


me to beſtow on her, urging, that I did not 
| know how to make the moſt of any thing, 


and that Sophia would ſhew 1 it off to the beſt 


advantage. 


Well, the beaux arrived as we expected, 
my brother much improved in his manner, 


for as before he went to ſchool he had a fini- 
cal tattling kind of forward converſation, 


he had changed it for a bluntneſs that 1 


thought more boy like; he was in his fif- 
teenth year, ſhort of his age, and altogether 
backward in his appearante, his health never 
being very good. 


As to my couſin, bleſs my ſtars, I thought 
him a prodigy ! He was well bred and agree- 
able, not very handſome, as I have found 
out ſince, but then in my opinion nothing 
leſs than an Adonis. I could not keep my- 
=} 
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ſelf from looking at him, when he ſpoke, I 
caught myſelf upon the point of leaning over 


to hear the quicker, and ellen with more 
avidity. 


Conſider, my dear reader and companion, 
I was very young, and had never before ſeen 
a beau, for Mr. Connor was not a beau, and 
conſider too, that ſo very much ſecluded 
from the world, the firſt decent perſon we ſee 
appears a wonderful creature, and that thoſe 
wonderful creatures in a crowded drawing- 
room would paſs unnoticed the great variety 
ns. any ä in choice. 


I at laſt drew the attention of Mr. Moti, 
he came to fit on a chair next to me, aſk- 
ing why I had placed myſelf ſo near the 
door. I never ſhall forget the pleaſure that 
gladdened my heart at his notice, but an 
anſwer I could not find for the life of me, 
though I ſtammered at no little rate. 


My 
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My mother kindly ſaid, & Auguſta, my 


love, you look cold, come here, Sophia 
make room.” So I was wedged between 


them ſmiling moſt unmeaningly at the fire, 


that I might ſeem pleaſed. 


George Moſtyn then approached Sophia, 
my mother moſt affably kept me in conver- 
ſation, my father was deeply engaged with 
my brother James, and of courſe the remain- 
ing two could not but endeavour to enter - 


tain each other, which they did in a half 


whiſpering kind of converſation. 


I found an ear for them notwithſtanding, 
and heard Sophia tell him, that Mamma 


could not do any thing wita Auguſta; the 


poor girl was fo ſtupid, that though ſhe had 
the fame advantages as herſelf, ſhe never 
would make any taing of them, nor even 
learn to dreſs herſcif; but that which almoſt 
broke Mamma's lieart was, that the filly girl 
was a moſt obitinate Papiſt. 


—— 
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I will own, my good reader, that the ſmile 
on my countenance changed to ſomething 
more than a grin, and that had I not early 
learned the knack of diſguiſing my feelings, 
I ſhould have found it difficult to prevent my 
tears, from flowing, but my mother ſent me 
up ſtairs to do ſome work, and I gave ſcope 
to my feelings until ſhe came up with my 
ſiſter to dreſs, then indeed I received a lec- 
ture, ſuch as I ſhall always remember, for 
oy ridiculous conduct in gazing and gloat- 
ing (it was. her own expreſſion) at a young 
man as if I was ready to eat him tp, I was 
downright wanton, it was not fafe to let me 
ſtay in men's company, ifno other took com- 
paſſion on me, it was plain I ſhould court 
the n. 


« Yes, indeed, Ma' am,“ faid Sophia, “ and 
ceouſin did fo laugh at the poor creature; 
her dead eyes almoſt ſparkled when he juſt 
ſpoke a word to her, but I cautioned him 
againſt her attempts, for he has been in love 
with me ever ſince we ſaw him in England.” 
I. 
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That was very grating to me, though I 
could not conceive why he was to be ſo cau- 
tioned, or what harm they thought I could 
do him ; as to love, I had never even dreamt 
of it; and how ſhoul4I? Never had I ſeen 
a novel nor 2 play, never had the gentle 
voice of affection whiſpered it to me in the 


| way of converſation. I had indeed in hiſtory | 
met with the ſubje& ſometimes, but had not 


an idea of carrying it into. common life any 
more than the ſentiments of ambition I had 


met with in the ſame pages. I: ſeemed ſur- 


prizing that it ſhould be proper for Sophia 
to love him, and not the ſame in me, was 
I not equally his relation ? 


I looked therefore at my ſiſter rather ſpite- 
fully perhaps, and replied, - © Miſs Sophia, I 
have as good right to ſpeak to a couſin as 
you, but I ſhould icorn to make fo bad a uſe 
of that liberty as to detract from the merits 
of a ſiſter.” 5 


Sophia railed a little, 
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1 repeated to my mother what I had heard 
her ſay, but got no remedy. Sophia was right 
to tell the truth, and I ought to be thankiul 
for being ſo kindly treated, ſiace 1 never did 
any thing to deſerve it. Who could hear a 
ſiſter's triumph? — My own room received 
me, and my miſery was relieved by tears. 
The idea of meeting Moſtyn at dinner was 
row the predominant idea for calming my 
; erturbed ſpirits. es 


I met my brother, who came into my 
100m, he commented my looks; this de- 
lighted me much, as I did not expect 
any kindneſs from him, but he was much 
changed by being at a great ſchool; he had 
got a way of thinking for himſelf, and he cx- 
preſſed much diſguit at Sophia's conceited 
airs and dreſs, and pitied his poor Auguſta, 
for being ſo deſerted and opprefled ; in thort, 
the dear fellow ſhewed me ſuch a blunt kind 
of love, that 1 ſhed tears of affection over 
him, and felt myſelf quite reaſſured ; he ad- 
viſed me to make myſelf as ſmart as I could 
in 
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in the cloaths allowed me, and went away 
to give me time to follow his directions. 


My father had made me in love with 
neatneſs the year that I was under his tuition, 
and that was all the decorations I could uſe, 

with the aſſiſtance ofa profuſion of hair, which 
I was only able to plait behind and comb 
over my face, I wore a ſmall muſlin french 
night cap, without a bit of ribbon, and my 
gown was a brown poplin, of the cheapeſt 
kind, but my white apron and handkerchief 
were like ſnow. 


I could not help thinking myſelfa quaker 
in appearance, and a moſt remarkable con- 
traſt to Sophia, who was dreſſed, powdered, 
and even feathered, when we met at dinner, 
where we were all marſhalled by my mo- 
ther, I, the eldeſt daughter, on her right 


hand, and James next to me, on the lefe So- 


Phia, and, as the warmeſt fide, Mr. Moſtyn 


by her. It was always my cuſtom to utter 
a ſecret grace to myſelf and make that fign 


which 
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which thoſe of our perſuaſion adore, and had 


not an idea of ever being noticed, but Sophia 


being exactly oppoſite to me, called our, 
©.1o0k! look! and burſt into a horſe laugh, 
to every body's aſtoniſhment, until ſhe found 
words to tell my mother what ſhe had ob- 


| ſerved, 


| My father faid oravely, @ that he could 


not think a well intended act of religion could 


merit !a1ghter, if wrong it might excite pity ; 
but he did not wiſh to have his table the 
place to diſcuſs controverſal points.“ 

« All I ſhall ſay,“ cried my mother, 
© upon the ſubject is, that if Miſs Auguſta 
will not dine without her Papiſtical mum- 
mery, ſhe muſt eat in the nurſery, and not 
cauſe my poor Sophia to be ſnubbed for her 
little lively ſallies; I thank heaven, one of my 
daughters has ſenſe enoughto ſee the ridi- 
culous, and wit enough to laugh at it.” 


No anſwer being returned, dinner went 
on as uſual, * Sophls was all life and wit, as my 
mother 
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mother called it, but was chiefly engaged in 
particular chat with my couſin, I never 


envied her any thing but the liberty ſhe had ; 


of making herſelf agreeable to him, whom I 
was afraid to look at, except by ſtealth, leſt 
I ſhould get ſuch another lecture as the 
morning had produced, and I faw, in the 
courſe of the evening, that he was taught to 


look upon me as more than half an ideot, and 


had a moſt mortifying compaſſion for my 


deficiencies, heightened by my having a very 
expreſſive countenance, and as I have been 
told, nay, why ſhould I conceal it, as I 


thought, really a very handſome one. 
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CHAP. XIV, 


NAR. CONNOR had been almoſt for- 

gotten until he, by his preſence; re- 
minded us of the invitation he had accepted 
from my father. I cannot ſay his reception 
on any ſide was ſo hoſpitable now as for- 
merly 5 my mother was all quality, my father 
| felt awkward, I deeply embarraſſed at the 
recollection of what had been aſſerted of his 
| behavieur to me, Sophia ſet him down as a 
new conqueſt and my brother and couſin 
thought that as he poſſeſſed ſo much of the 
idiom of the Iriſh, (which indeed he affected 


1 
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in a remarkable degree) he mnſt undoubtedly 
be half a ſavage, and a very fit object of rail- 
lery for thoſe who had the advantage of ſu- 
perior education, and a refinement of man- 
ners. 


All practical jokes appear ſtupid, if not 
wicked, to me; I ſhall only mention ſome of 
| thoſe which they thought proper to play off. 
At dinner his plate was piled with potatoes, 
as being the food he moſt delighted in, un- 
til being out of patience, he ſouſed it into 
a plate of jelly that George Moſtyn was eat- 
ing, and told him, that by the holy poker 
if he did not let his plate alone he would 
make him eat it potatoe peelings and all, 
adding, It is true, 1 make allowances for 
your Engliſh breeding, for I have many a 
time ſeen our other fide gentry, in return for 
our hoſpitality, ſneer at us to ſhew their own 
good manners, and invent fictions of us aftcr 
they have left the country, with their tongues, 
while our beef and veniſon were {till ſtick- 
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ing in their teeth; but, faith, my jewel, 1 
have ſeen ſome of them taught better too, 
by the help of a good ſhelalah, ſo ate your 
pudding, my dear, and hold your tongue.” 

The two wags, who had more ſenſe than 
to wiſh a joke ſhould become too ſerious, 
took his advice for the preſent, but with a 
wink and a ſmile at his words and manner, 
which he very g good humouredly Joined | in 
himſelf. . 


s Pray, ſaid he, “ is there any more difs 
grace in my talking like an Iriſhman, than 
in any other perſon's ſpeaking in the accent 

of their country? Arrah! do you think 

Providence has put all good men in England? 
Och, you are all ready enough to jump over 
here for a fat penſion or place, with all your 
love for your ſweet country, which you never 
; ſhew ſo much as by the high price you 
. would be after felling it for ; and here you 
Cannot be ai e, and moiſten your love of it 
with our claret, Without Wut our manners 
and our accent,” 
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« You muſt own it to have a very un- 


couth gutteral ſound, Mr. Connor,” ſaid 


my mother. 

« So has the German, Madam,” ” replied 
he, © and yet that is mighty genteel.”” 

cc Horrid barbarous Iriſh,” ſaid Sophia. 

« Faith and Miſs you have raiſon to ſay 
ſo, for the brogus ſticks to your tongue pretty 
dacently.“ 


« You are thinking C my ſiſter,” ſaid 


Sophia, it is ſhe who has that misfortune.” 


© Faith and you may fay that with your 


own pretty face, replied Connor, *I am 
always thinking of her.“ And then he would 


out with a ſong cf, My bonny briſk Iriſh. 


maid,” ki at me with a moſt meaning 
countenance. 


\ 


My mother ſoon left the table, quite diſ- 
guſted with Connor, declaring that if he of- 
fered to ſtay longer than a week ſhe would 
deſire him to remove; but in a ſhort time he 
perceived ſhe might be won with reſpe& and 


F 3 flattery, 


102. THE IRISH HEIRESS, 

flattery, with which he plied her cloſcly, and 
1t was ſurpriſing ſhe could ſwallow the doſes 
o frequent and fo large. 1 


The conſequences were, that ſhe really 
took pleaſure in his company, acknowledg- 
ing that he was a good-humoured well mean- 
ing young man, and, for an Iriſhman, toler- 


ably polite. 


Only obſerve,” faid ſhe, ** the profound 
reſpect with which he addreſſes me and So- 
phia, his attention while we ſpeak, his ap- 
probation of our ſentiments, and the reſpect- 
ful bows he makes. upon all occaſions; but 
indeed this 1s only the reſult of that proper 
dignity we know ſo well how to keep up.” 


I was very glad to ſee my mother well 
pleaſed, we were all the happier for it, nor 
was my experience ſufficient to diſcern that 
Connor was cutting out diverſion to himſelt, 
and that George joined in the laugh, We 
not only improved in domeſtic gaiety, but 

| even 
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even looked abroad, for the firſt time fince 
my mother ſettled at Cromlah. 


There was a regiment then quartered at 
K——, about ſix miles from us, whoſe Col- 
_ onel was a relation of the Moſtyn family, 
and an old acquaintance and admirer of my 
mother's. My couſin aſked why we did not 
take notice of him, and propoſed paying a 
viſit next day; my mother approved of the 
motion, ſo next day my father, attended by 
the young men, all went to K——, and re- 

turned to dinner, accompanied by Colonel 
| Somerville, Major Green, and two Captains. 
They were introduced to us in great form, 
and obſerved me with viſible aſtoniſnment, 
not for my beauty, reader, but my dreſs, 
which I formetly deſcribed to you, and which 
at that time was very remarkable; but in- 
deed it was ſomething more groteſque than 
before deſcribed, as I was ornamented for 
the firſt time in one of Sophia's old beil- 
hoops, which was a little broken, and which 
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I felt myfelf very much incumbered with; 


continual ſtops did it occaſion me againſt 


doors, tables, and chairs: I once twiſted my- 
ſelf round to avoid an entanglement, but my 
poor hoop fell into the ſnare, and remaining 
faſt, I found my noſe where my heels ſhould 
have been, and was obliged to retire to ſettle 


myſelf, to the no ſmall mirth of Sophia, wha 


burſt into a fit of laughing; my father and 
brother were mortified to ſee me fo very ris 
diculous, and my mother I ſuppoſe pitied me, 


for, as James told me afterwards, ſhe faid, 
Poor creature, give her what I will, do 


what I can, I ſhall never ſee her better.” 


For my part, I relinquiſhed my borrowed 


bones, and went to dinner unhooped, but de- 
ayed making my appearance until they were 
all ſeated, the Colonel having poſſeſſion of 


my place, I fat down between my father and 


my couſin; the latter rallied me a good deal 
upon my miſadventure, which I was ſo much 


aſhamed of that I could only reply in 


confuſed half anſwers; which confirmed his 
opinion 
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opinion of my idiotiſm, and he * 
to me as if adopting his diſcourſe to the un- 
derſtanding of a child. 


] was vexed, gentle reader, but not being. 
able to obtain a remedy, bore it with pati 
ence, nor felt a grain of: anger. 


My brother told me, that evening, ſaid my 
couſin, it was a pity Ihad not an underſtanding 
to correſpond with my countenance, which was 
ſo full of expreſſion and ſweetneſs. To which 
James anſwered, that J poſſeſſed both genius. 
and learning, but did not dare diſplay either 
in the preſence of my mother and ſiſter, who 
made it a point to keep me down that L 
might not rival Sophia. However my couſin. 
was unconvinced ; probably he thought a lad. 
like James but an indifferent judge, and the 
more ſo from the proofs of awkwardneis he v 


had ſeen me exhibit, 1111113 Vi 


I had the pleaſure this evening, however, 
of ſtealing out to confeſs myſelf to father O' 
Fs; Callaghan, 
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Callaghan, who gave me his benediction and 
good advice, telling me, not by any means 
to appear to brave my father and mother, by 


openly profeſſing my religion, * I ought 
not to deny it. 


0 'You have the . ſaid abe, ce of 
; knowing yourſelf in the right path, we can- 
not now expect to work miracles, and can 
only pray for the converſion of thoſe we love, 
The time may come, my child, that you will 
be able openly to avow yourſelf a member 
of the Catholic church.” In that hope we 
| parted. „„ 


When J regained the drawing- room, |[ 
found the officers going, and that they had 
invited us all to a ball, to be given by the 
regiment, to the ladies round, excluding all 
their male relations, however Mr. Moſtyn, as 
the Colonel's kinſman, and Mr. Connor, as 
his companion, were ſo far honored as to be 
invited. 
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1 found that they, encouraged hy my mo- 
ther, profeſſed open contempt of every thing 


Iriſh, had intimated, that they expected 


much fun from the behaviour of the ladies, 


and that, in fact, they had given this hoſpi- 
table entertainment for the purpoſe of turn- 
ing their filly unſuſpecting guelts 1 into ridi- 
eule. 
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CHAP. VL 


Was in a thouſand fears about not being 
permitted to attend the ball, my mother 
declaring that ſhe was aſnamed to take me 
into public, but my father, brother, and couſin 
all begged ſo hard, that ſhe reluctantly yield- 
ed. Connor to my ſurpriſe, did not ſpeak 
in my behalf, for, as he told me afterwards, 
he intended to ſtay at home, if I did, which, 
to him, he ſaid, was the moſt acceptable 
plan. 


When 
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When the day came we began arranging 


matters for dreſs, and as I had not a filk in 


my whole wardrobe, and at the ſame time was | 
not to diſgrace my family by the ſhabbineſs. 


of my clothes, behold me dizened out in one 
of my ſiſter's, with the addition of a few ar- 
ticles from my mother; to be ſure my pet- 


ticoats were ſomething of the ſhorteſt, and 


the long ſleeves wanted two inches at leaſt 
of reaching my wriſts ; but what of that, no- 


body could fay that the materials were not 
good, and were they better, I ſhould only 


look like Cinderella the ſecond, as my liſter 
wittily remarked. | 


The 3 held us all, I mean my mo- 


cher, ſiſter, ſelf, and two beaus, my father 
and brother were not of the party. No tongue 
can tell my ſecret joy at the thought of going 
to a ball; beſides, good reader, I was to dance 
with my couſin the two dances of the ſecond 
ſett, as he had requeſted my brother to tell 
me in private. I was openly engaged to 


Connor for the firſt. 


When 
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gentleman to receive us, or entertain them. 
We walked to the upper end of the room, fat 
down for a quarter of an hour, ſtill no gen- 


again, as ſhe ſaw little amuſement to be ob- 


dirty room, and ſtaring wron a parcel of 
Iriſh women. 


i. 
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When we arrived at the barracks (for it 
was in the Meſs room the ball was given) 
we found many ladies aſſembled, but not a 


eman except the two with us. 


At laſt the Counteſs of 0s party en- 
tered, and ſhortly after the Colonel, who 
went firſt to her in the moſt complaiſant 
manner, and then to my mother,, who was 
juſtly diſcompoſed, and told him, ſhe always. 
concluded when people gave invitations they 
ſhould be in the way to receive their gueſts, 
adding, that for her part ſhe meant, as ſoon 
as her horſes were refreſhed, to go back 


tained by ſitting upon a hard bench, in a 


He "EG means to appeaſe her, by de- 
elaring, that her arrival had not been notified. 
. to. 


ſurpriſe the K- 
ſoon _ their — ne digs 

The fiddles now brodn to re- e bead the 
ladies to re-fmile, the room to feel warm, 


and I to hope for the dance, but ſuch a lan- 


* guid, performance I never ſaw ſince ; two or 
three captains had engaged as many ladies 


becauſe they came with Lady O z the 
Colonel and Major made up a card party for 


her Ladyſhip and my mother, Sophia and 
myſelf were engaged, but the other officers 
| walked up and down the room in parties, 
laughing and evidently criticizing the poor 


expecting girls, who were pretending to talk 
earneſtly to each other, but with eyes fixed 


upon the drunken beaux, who evidently 
hoped to tantalize them more cruelly by fre- 


quently marching or ſtaggering up to a party 


af young ladies and ſimpering to each. 


« What, 


THE IRISH HEIRESS. 111 

to him, and that the lads of the regiment 
had been taking a bottle extraordinary to 
ladies, but would very 
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foul, how unfortunate.” 


improper treatment, of his country-women, 


Engliſhmen have undertaken more than they 
Paddy can go through,” 
gable creature took out as many as he pro- 


miſed, danced down with them all, and left: 
them afterwards to be partners to each other. 
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c What, Miſs, don't you intend to dance 
to night?“ and when informed, © Yes, if the 
could get a partner,” inſtead of offering a 
hand, would reel off with a Lord bleſs my 


Connor felt his national ſpirit hurt at this 


among whom ſome were his relations; when. 
he had danced down with me, he begged my 
pardon for the requeſt, but begged leave to 
take two or three ladies down the dance one 
after another, For,” ſaid he, © you ſee theſe 


can perform, but I'll ſhew them what a tune 
1 gave him permiſſion, and the indefari- 8 
Moſtyn followed his example, we got ſo- | 


ciable and merry, the girls plucked up their 
* e ſpirits, | 
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| ſpirits, Aud determined to dance together all | 
night, which as ſoon as the walking g gentle- 
men obſerved they wiſhed to prevent, by 

| aſking for partners, and ſome deſerters of the 
common cauſe did accept of their offers, 
while others with that keen humour which 
in general characteriſes the Itiſh, rallied them 1 
without mercy, ſo that by the time the firſt 
ſett was concluded every one was happy, or 
at leaſt did their utmoſt to appear ſo, = 


WEI 


My couſin 4 took me out, I was quite 
tranſported, but he talked to me as to a child, i 
and was the more ſurpriſed at the vivacity of 8 
my replies, 


« Well,” ſaid he, © what do you think of 
this ſpectacle?ꝰ 4 
« Spectacle!” replied the ſuppoſed idiot, 1 
« ] ſee not only one but many pair of ſpec- 
tacles, enough to furniſh a pedlar's box with 
quantity and variety.” Then rallying myfelf 
on my own ridiculous appearance, and my 
awkward blunders in the preceding dance ſo 
forcibly, 
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forcibly, that he joined unfeignedly i in my 
mirth. 


He then drew me to remark on the other 
ſpectacles in the room, and found my ideas 
ſo natural and appoſite, that at laſt he ex- 
claimed, © how do you manage to conceal 
your converſation talents for ſuch a length of 
time, that I never heard a yore ſentence from 

your charming lips until now.” 

« Oh! couſin,” faid I, © there is very little 
merit in concealing contraband goods, and 
my mother has taught me to think ſmartneſs 
in girls to be a ſort of contraband trade, but 
that does not hinder a little ſmuggling you 
know; don't be ſurpriſed if I return to-mor- 
row into primneſs and ftupidity, for the. na- 
ture of my caſe requires it, but to night is 
my — and. I cannot reſiſt indulging 
myſelf.” 


I was little better than wild. with joy and 

livelineſs: He aſked me, if I did not envy 

my ſiſter, who had ſo much liberty every 
; day 
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7 a liberty you at this minute find ſo de- 
| ightful, 


of One or two ſmall matters I do not envy 
but wiſh to ſhare with her my mother's 
good opinion, and the love of my relations.” 


« You love your relations?“ returned he. 


« Yes, all that I have ſeen.” 
What, including me?“ ſaid he ſmiling, 
and preſſing my hand tenderly. 

« Undoubtedly,” I replied, © you are, next 
a brother, the neareſt to my heart.” 


I felt myſelf glow for all my innocence, 
and did not recover my vivacity for a mi- 


nute or two, but why I was confounded never 


entered my head, nor did I inquire, My 


coulin's attention increaſed, but he ſeemed. 


to watch Sophia, and to avoid her notice, 


which I was pleaſed at ſeeing, but knew that” 


a complaint of forwardneſs to my mother 
would ſoon follow. 


Connor 
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Connor was evidently uneaſy, and out of 
humour, he turned his head towards us every 
_ Inſtant; I rallied him, as he paſſed me, for 
his blunders, little thinking myſelf the cauſe 
of them. The ſecond ſett concluded, I fat 
down inactive, pleading fatigue, but, in fact, 
it was the loſs of my favorite partner. 


Connor took his place by me, but quite 
vexed and ſcemingly ready to quarrel with 
his ſhadow, when one of the ſmarts who had 
been parading all the evening, came to me, 
taking it for granted that I was languiſhing 
for ſome ſuch brilliant partner, he rather 
roughly pulled my hand, Come,” faid he, 
* let us go and aſtoniſh the Mohacks.” 


I ſtarted and aſked what he meant, 
Oh be he replied, « who but the Paddy's 
and Shelahs that are Ing our meſs-room 


| daun. 


cc By 
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« By the holy poker you quite miſtake 
the matter, ſaid Connor, „the Mohacks, 
Miſs. O' Flaharty, are them gentlemen there 
in the red cloathing, and, upon my faith, 
not the beſt of the tribe neither, they are diſ- 
guiſed but not disfigured, for to be ſure they 


have put on the beſt appearance they could, 


or they would not have drawn ſuch a crowd 
together to laugh at them.” 


Mr. Wilſon let go my hand, and aſked 


Connor, if he meant to call him a Mohacki 


F 


Upon my ſoul honey,” ſaid Connor, 
you firſt thought of the appellation, and I 


have only applied it properly.“ 
« Well, Sir, well, Sir,” ſaid the fierce man, 
*you had better walk out quietly, or you 


will be obliged to go, I can have plenty of 


aſſiſtance you ſee.” 


« Arrah, honey, ſaid Connor, not the leaſt 


ſtartled, ** ſure I know you are on your own 
dunghill, and a dirty one it is, though you 
crow ſo confoundedly ; but let me only ſee 
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the prettieſt fellow among you that firſt lays 
hold on even the tip of my knee buckle, it 
is his ſkull I ſhall be after ſplitting, ſo you 
had better make a ſtrong party among you, 
and conſider that you have an Iriſhman to 


dale with.“ 


Some of Wilſon's companlons ſeeing me 


frightened almoſt out of my wits, come up 
and drew him away, telling him it was nota 


proper place, ſo he went off menacing ; but 
glad was I of his abſence, and ſo effectually 
frightened at the threats he threw out, that I 
had not any more pleaſure that evening, 
though I danced with Connor and chatted, 
endeavouring to make him and myſelf forget 
what had paſſed; but felt much joy when the 
ball was concluded, thinking home would at 
laſt be the ſafeſt place. 


But we were to ſup before we returned. 
6) the Ma- 
jor my mother, and a few others, paying 


that attention to their parties, not a creature 


conducted 
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donducted the reſt of the ladies, but the officeis 
ft themſelves down as if politeneſs was not to 


be expected from ſuch grandees to Iriſh- 


Nomen. 


Connor with that ſpirit becoming in every 
man, went back to the dancing-room, where 
he diſſuaded ſome who actually were going 


to join the ſupper party, and invited all to 
ſup with him at a tavern, which they agreed 


to, but firſt deputed him with their farewell 
compliments, which he delivered in the fol- 
lowing words. 


00 Colonel, Mrs. Magrah wiſhes you good 
night, and troubles me to tell you, that yon 


need not come ta dine at her houſe to- mor- 
row, as ſhe won't 9 8 a dinner genteel 


enough for ſo grate a man.” 


Major, Mrs. Moore's i to 


you, and you'd better take your horſe out of 
her paddock.” ooh 


Captain and others in a body, you need 
not return viſits in the Town of K, not even 


the 
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the good dinners you were invited to, becauſe 
my jewel, do you ſee you have as good as 
loſt them, and ſo my ſervice to you.“ 


And he walked off to order ſupper for the 
ladies, who, as J afterwards was informed, 
Joined their purſes next day to preſent him 
with a handſome ſword, as a remembrance of 

the protection he had given them. T 


As ſoon as he left che ſupper- room Mr. 
Wilſon ſaid, he deſerved to be kicked; to 
which others aſſented, and even declared they 
would have done it, and had thought of that 
meaſure from the firſt, only for che preſence 


of the ladies. 


My . * that they would have 
had more than that to have done, as he 
ſhould not have fat ſtill and ſeen his friend fo 
much abuſed, merely for bringing in the 
meſſage a reſpectable body of ladies has en- 
truſted him with. 

6 
My 
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My mother had no idea that the folles of 


{ſuch a town as K—— had any right to expect 
people to make a fuſs about them the ſupper 


was here, why did they not come and eat it? 
Connor was a blundering but well meaning 
young man, and ſhe was glad the gentlemen 
had ſhewn ſo much politeneſs to the ladies as 
to let him off ſo eaſily, hoping, on her ac- 
count, they would not think any more of it. 
To which they all conſented with a corrected 
fierte, and an, Oh! certainly, certainly.” 


1 
per was over, apparently diſguſted with the 


fulſome obſequiouſneſs of their attention to 


her, and their impertinence to her fair coun- 
trywomen, who were not diſtinguiſhed by 
titles, 
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CHAP. XVI. 


'HE next morning I found only my 
father, brother, and couſin, at the break- 
faſt table, the ladies being fatigued, and Con- 
nor not returned. I had forgotten every 
diſagreeable ſenſation, not being acquainted 
with the world ſufficiently, to know that con- 
ſequences were naturally to be expected, and 
ran up to my father, kiſſed his hand, and 
' thanked him for prevailing on my mother to 
take me the laſt night. 


He 
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He anſwered me affectionately, but imme- 
diately and very gravely aſked the particu- 
| lars of Connor's diſpute with Mr. Wilſon, 
which I fully related. 


e cannot ſee,” ſaid my father, turning to 
my couſin, © but what our young friend has 
behaved very well. I ſhould not chuſe to 
have Auguſta treated ſo freely, eſpecially by 
a ſtranger, and I ſhall nor be eaſy in my mind 
until I know the reſult.” 


He ordered his horſe, fo did my couſin, 
| wondered at the anxiety in their appear- 
ance, but had not time to inquire the reaſon 
of it before they were gone, and my good 
James related to me their fears of a duel, and 
indeed moſt probably more than one, in 
conſequence of the laſt night's buſineſs. My 
ſtars, how I deteſted the idea of balls, part- 
ners, and every thing relating to them, fully 
determining, at the time, never to go to ano- 
ther. 


G2 
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I had the more reaſon as the ground of the 


miſchief ſeemed, though innocently, to be 
derived from myſelf, whereas, in reality, it 


was the drunkenneſs of one man incurring the 


haſty anger of another; it gave me great dul- 
treſs, but I begged of James not to mention 


a word of it to my mother or Sophia, Who 
ſoon after r n us. 


All the conqueſts my ſiſter had made were 


moſt ingeniouſly diſplayed, how often ſhe 
was indulged by having her hand ſqueezed, or 


by a tender look or high flown compliment. 
I had met with ſome ſuch adventures my- 
ſelf, in the courſe of the night, but not think- 
ing of what conſequence thoſe matters were, 
did not mind who beſtowed them on me, 
but hearing ſo much about them put me 
upon thinking, that my couſin had preſſed 
my hand moſl tenderly, and—what could he 
mean. 


But ſtill my moſt anxious thoughts ran 
upon the ducl, for not knowing the great 
importance 
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importance of the paſſion of love, nor even 
what it was, I did not ſeek to nouriſh or diſ- 
| courage a fine romantic paſſion that might 
take place of every other feeling; but here 
was I actually in love with my couſin, and 
had no idea that it was more than the affec- 
tion one near relation ought to imbibe for 
another. | 

At dinner my wretchedneſs increaſed, for 
none of the gentlemen returned—my mo- 
ther wondered—1 felt like a criminal and 
looked like one, though innocent, for I had 
recourſe as uſual to hide my feelings under a 
ſtupid appearance. At tea titue I could not 
prevent joy from lighting up my countenance 
when I ſaw them ride down the avenue, and 
was ſo unguarded as to clap my hands and 
exclaim, © Here they are, Mr. Connor and 
all.” My mother reproved me, and receiv - 
ed them with a ſtately air. | 


I did not dare ſpeak until my father went 
to her to explain the cauſe of their diſap- 
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pointing us at dinner, then Connor coming 


up to me, I told him how glad I was that he 
was ſafe and returned, and aſked him how he 
came off, Hae. 


« Why,” faid he, © your father is telling 


that to your mother, my lovely country wo 
man, and I wiſh you could liſten to him with 
one ear, ſince you are deſirous of hearing, 


and to your faithful Connor with the other, 
for I have different matters to to talk upon.” 


I ſaw Moſtyn looking at us very earneſtly, 


and not very well pleaſed, which again per- 


plexed me, and made me betake myſelf to 
my accuſtomed filence, by which means I 


Heard, that Connor had, by way ef ſhewing 


that he was not frightened, walked about 
K—— in the morning, and even in the bar- 


racks unmoleſted, that he then returned to 


the Inn where he had flept, and was waited 
upon by a gentleman of the regiment with 


a challenge. from Wilſon, and given to un- 


derſtand that unleſs he begged pardon of 


the 
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the reſt of the corps, and retracted what he 
faid of their being Mohacks, &c. they had 
made a reſolution to fight with him man by 
man, while Connor ſhould be able to fight. 


« Why, Sir,” ſaid Connor, © as I am the 
challenged man, I take it for granted that I 
may be allowed the act of the common road 
to chuſe time and place, as the odds are ſo 
many to one againſt me; and, if you pleaſe, I 
would wiſh to oblige you all at once, as I may 
not have time to do it piece meal, therefore be 
ſo good as to give my compliments to the 
Colonel and corps, and I will meet them all 
at once, and one down t'other come on; 
ſo get agone honey, and clane yourſelves 
to be ready for me, and be ſure you get 
your beſt arms for you know it's an Iriſhman 
you will have do dale with.” | 

« Sir,” ſaid the Captain, * in that I fancy 
it will be proper to refuſe your requeſt, it is 
unprecedented, and would have a very unfair 
appearance.“ 


84 Och 
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Och! be aiß about the appearance, 
honey,” replied Connor, “ fo the reality does 
not frighten me, what ſignifies making many 
faces upon the matter, I am to fight you all, 
and the leaſe I can inſiſt upon is, to have it 
in my own way; to be ſure I ought to take 
a blunderbuſs and flugs, and were you Iriſh- 
men I might, but as it 1s woke ſee, St. Pa- 
trick againſt the regiment.” 

« Juſt as they were diſputing the point, 
there arrived a party of gentlemen, huſbands, | 
fathers, and brothers, of the ladies who were 
at the ball the preceding night, to return 
thanks to Connor for his protection to their 
female relations, and being let into the me- 
rits of the ſtory, inſiſted, as Connor had in- 
curred the diſpute in defence of thoſe they 
were all intereſted in by the moſt tender ties, 
that he ſhould not riſk his life in defending 
a conduct which they applauded, and en- 

ged to ſupport, that each officer ſhould 
find a gentleman at a proper time and place 
with proper weapons, and the ſooner the 
matter 
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matter was ſettled the better, for it ſhould 


never be ſaid that the ladies of K were 
reduced, for want of natural protectors, to 
the ſingle aid of one champion, even though 
he were n Connor. 


Aſter a few meſſages the affair ſettled ſo 
far as to fix ſome of the meetings for that 

day; among the reſt, Connor inſiſted upon 
his with Mr. Wilſon, when my father and 

couſin arrived, and finding the abſurd buſi- 
neſs attended with ſuch ſerious: conſequences, 
waited immediately upon the Colonel, and 
repreſented, that it could not be for the ho- 
nor of the corps to proceed farther, that it 
would be preferable to have an amicable 
meeting, offering themſelves for mediators,, 
which v was accepted. 


The officers were wrought upon to ſay. 
that they were ſorry if the ladies thought 
themſelves affronted ; and Connor was, with 
much difficulty prevailed on to acknowledge 
he did not mean any affront to the gentle- 

G 5 men 
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men, but was merely under the influence of 

the ladies, whoſe commands, at all riſks, he 
vas determined to obey, ſo it being late, my 
father dined at the meſs, Connor with. ſome 
of his acquaintance, and in the evening they 
all rode home together. 


My mother did not approve of Connor” 8 
behaviour, but was glad Mr. Flerty and her 
nephew were the people who conciliated 
matters, inſiſting upon thoſe young men who 
might 1n future attend her parties, behaving 
in a very different manner, Connor aſſented 
though againſt himſelf, to all ſhe faid, with 
profound reſpect, which pleaſed her very 
much. 


Sophia pinned my couſin to her ſleeve as 
uſual, who was not in his accuſtomed ſpirits, 


And now, my anxiety about the fray being 
_ over, I was only ſolicitous that my couſin 
ſhould divide his attentions more equally. At 


| parting 
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parting for the night my father, unobſerved, 
deſired me to attend him at fix o'clock next 
morning, as he wanted to talk to me. I pro- 
miſed obedience and retired, wondering what 
ſtar directed now. 


G 6 CHAP. 
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- CHAP. XVII. 


1 GOT up at the zppointed hour, and found 
my father waiting for me. 

« You are punctual Auguſta,” ſaid he, 
«and I am in hopes what you are to be in- 
formed of will make amends for it, Indeed 
I ought to aſk your mother's opinion firſt, 
but, to tell you the truth, I rather apprehend 
difficulties, from having diſtantly ſounded her 
on the ſubject laſt night, and I have ſet my 
heart upon accomplithing my preſent views, 


it they are as agreeable to you as I hope.” 
« Not 
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te Not to keep you, my dear, in ſuſpenſe, 
young as you are, what think you of a pro- 


* 2 55 " 
poſal for marriage ? 


« Think, Sir,” faid I, © why J never 


thought about it in my life; and pray, my 
dear father, is there any man can have pro- 
poſed for ſuch a rough looking girl as me ? 
It muſt be ſome of the beaux who fell in 


love with Sophia at the ny, and have miſ- 


taken the chriſtian name.“ 

c No,“ ſaid he ſmiling, «© Not fo, my 
dear, but is there no one among your narrow 
circle of acquaintance, for whom you have a 
preferable regard?” 


« Why, Sir,” faid I, * you know that ex- 


_ cept a very few relations, I have never 


converſed with any gentleman but father O' 


Callaghan and Mr. Connor, and I regard 
them very much, eſpecially father O'Calla- 


ghan ; but who 'the h can come from 


I cannot conceive.“ 


Is there no one in che houſe you prefer 


to all the reſt?”? 
| «Yes 


0 
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“Ves, father, you.” 

« Oh! I will except myſelf, mention the 
reſt, beginning with Mr. Connor.” 
„Well,“ ſaid I, „I like him very well, 
but I like James better, and my couſin ten 
times better.” 

Well, replied my Sar ce it was very 
proper to prefer your relations formerly, but 
in future I hope that preference will be 
where due, for Connor, whom you acknow- 
ledge you like very well, has made moſt 
generous propoſals for you; my only objec- 
tion is the youth of both parties, as he is 
only twenty-one, but I have promiſed him, 
that if he remains fixed in the ſame attach- 
ment two years, during which period he will 
travel and improve his mind by ſtudy, my 
conſent ſhall be for him.“ 

I ſhook my head. That propoſal 48 
not pleaſe me, Sir; I like him, as my mo- 
ther does dogs, at a diſtance ; no, no, father,, 
a ſingle life for me, I never ſhall be happy 
when I leave you, I have been born and 
brought 
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brought up in this houſe, and for your ſake 
cannot bear to leave it.” 

« You are ſilly beyond example,” ſaid my 

father, do you recollect what I ſaid to you 


in this room but a few weeks ago? Are you 


obſtinately ſet upon diſclaiming my advice, 


or is it at laſt, as your mother thinks, a de- 


ficiency in your mental powers, that makes 


you anſwer N raſhly upon ſubjects of the 


| greateſt i import.?“ 

My dear father, I replied, „be not an- 

gry with me, you have kindly endeavoured 
to form my judgment, and you have refered 


. . S . : 
me to it. I think then, Sir, that a woman 


cannot be happy who leaves her paternal 
home and deareſt relations to go with a man 
ſhe does not love; do not, Sir, make me 


ſhew my duty at the expence of my tendereſt 
affection; don't I ſee, by my mother, how 


much an alien a married woman muſt be 
from her neareſt and firſt friends ; let me ſtay 


here and pay you all the little attentions you 


have been wont to have; let me aſſiſt 1 in dreſ- 


6 ſing 
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ſing you when you go out, receive you with 
tears of love and joy on your return, and 1 
you ſhould be indiſpoſed, let me nurſe you 
as I uſed to do, it _ be my care and de- 
light.” 


Agitation ſtopped my ſimple rhetoric, and 
my father was affected by it more than it 
e 


oy Ar den ſaid he, © I am not angry 
but ſorry, to find you ſo incapable at preſent 
of forming a true idea of your probable ſitu- 
ation in future, however, I will not give en- 
tire way to your ſimple notions, but ſtill ad- 
here to what I at firſt promiſed Mr. Connor, 
only making a proviſo that your affection 
be mutual, which I hope. your increaſing un- 
derſtanding and a due ſenſe of his merits and 
tenderneſs, will effect, to forward which, I 
ſhall allow of your correſponding when he 
goes abroad, if I can gain over my wife to 
conſent, and W Auguſta, 1 ſhall judge 
of 
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of your love to me by the manner you be- 
have to Mr. Connor.“ 


So ſaying he withdrew, and I began to re- 
fle& on my ſituation, and try to admire Mr. 
Connor, but ſtil} my couſin would come in 
for his double portion. My thoughts were, 
if Connor was exactly what George Moſtyn 
appeared in my eyes, the puniſhment of leav- 
ing my father and his houſe would not be 
without mitigation. 

| 

In theſe ideas I was interrupted by Con- 
nor, out of breath with joy. He firſt popped 
in his head looking round, 


« By the holy poker nobody here but my 
fweet Auguſta, the lovelieſt girl in all Ire- 
land, how I have longed for a tete-a-tete 
with you, and until this minute could not 
obtain one. I bleſs your father for finding 
me, this opportunity to beſeech you to allow 
your own faithful Connor to love you all the 
days of his lite,” 

8 Really,” 
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7 Really,” faid I, „I am more at loſs for 
words than in my moſt ſtupid intervals. I 
was thinking of you though, and endeavour- 
ing to arrange my ideas, and I imagine they 
will not alter.” 

<« Faith and I hope not,” he replied * if 
they were in my favor.“ 

« You ſhall judge,” quoth I. « My 
thoughts are that Mr. Connor is a very wor- 
thy fine young man, I like him as an ac- 
quaintance and friend, but ſhould not prefer 
him to my other relations and, of courle, 
not likely to marry.” 

« Not likely to marry!” ſaid hoy « bub- 
bubboo, why, were you to keep in that 
mind, my charming creature, I would ſoon 
find ſome pretty ſort of a friendly piſtol, or 
halter, to ſend me dancing to the devil, for 
I could not live without you, by this preity 
hand and fingers I could nor.” and he kiſſed 
them vehemently. 


1 withdrew my hand and told him not to 
flatter himſelf that I could ever return his 
affection, 
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affection, though I was convinced the fault 
lay in my want of penetration, and not in his 
demerits; and added, that as he was to go 


abroad no doubt he would find another more 
grateful. | 


cc. It gives me true concern to ſee your 
countenance. ſo clouded by what T have ſaid, 
my heart would give up moſt points rather 
than afford pain to one I am ſo much obliged 
to, but this is ſo material an aftair that I can- 
not overcome my reluctance,” 7 


His furpriſs was ſo great that he ſuffered 
me to leave him. 


CHAP. 
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,es 


CHAP. xvili. 


FT ER breakfaſt my father acquainted 

my mother (not without a conſcious 

heſitation in his manner) with Mr. Connor's 

propoſals; ſhe looked at me immediately 

with a penetrating glance that frightened me, 
as I imagine appeared by my countenance, 


« I ſuppoſe, Mr. Flerty,” ſaid ſhe, © that 

I am expected to give you my tame acqui- 

eſcence to theſe propoſals; Miſs is agog for 

a huſband, and you glad to get her off hand. 
Pray is it not ſo?” 

cc My 
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vc My dear,” replied my father, © it is na- 
turally the wiſh of a parent to give up that 
truſt delegated to him by Providence into 
worthy hands; in ſuch a light do I view this 
offer, and I hope ſo will you, and then I ſhali 
truſt that Auguſta will ſee her own happineſs. 
They are both too young indeed as yet, nor 
will 1 h to an union in leſs than two 
years.” 
ce Pray what fortune eas he expect with 
her,” ſaid my mother, with great coldneſs. 
He is too generous, to ſtand about for- 
tune,” ſaid my father, © and his expectations 
are bounded by my candid declarations. I 
ſhall give no more down than five thouſand 
pounds, which you know, my dear, is at pre- 
fent rather more than half our ſavings, So- 
phia will be equal, and at your death, there 
will be fiſteen thouſand to divide.” 

« What, Sir! what, Mr. Flerty!” ſaid my 
mother, do you mean to make her equal 
with Sophia? That ſtupid biggot, who has 
always been ſo undutiful to me? Neither my 

cConſent 
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conſent nor bleſſing ſhall ever be given on 
ſuch terms. 

« My dear,” returned my father, © be 
calm, except in the article of religion I don't 
know that Auguſta has ever been undutiful, 
but'the contrary, to the beſt of her powers, 
if they are limitted, ſhall we therefore limit 
our affection, or ſhall we deny her an equi- 
table diviſion of property becauſe ſhe is in 
other reſpects unfortunate ; for her religion, 
neither you nor I would wiſh her converſion 
to be a bought one, what hopes could we 
ve that it would be either ſincere or laſt- 
ing.“ | 

5 Vou may talk as long as you pleaſe, Mr. 
Flerty, my plan has been fixed a long time. 
I am the beſt judge of who is moſt deſerv- 
ing. Sophia has taken a decided part of duty 
and e to me, Auguſta never ſhewed 
any, and — 

© I don't deny Sophia's merit,” replied 
my father, © but ſhe has had no incitement, 
no opportunity to be otherwiſe than dutiful, 

your indulgence always met her wiſhes.” 
c 80 
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ce So they would Auguſta's, had ſhe ſhewn 

the ſame affection as Sophia has done from 
infancy.“ 

« How was that poſſible, when while So- 
phia was tenderly careſſed, and even nur- 
tured at your maternal breaſt, Auguſta was a 

total ſtranger in a ſeperate kingdom, quite 
eſtranged from your endearments, and is ſhe 
to be for that misfortune puniſhed, ſhe too, 
who is a living image of what you were when 
J led you bluſhing to the altar.” 

« Heavens! Mr. Flerty, that ugly girl like 

me? Know, Sir, I have cyes to ſce myſelf 
revived, but it is in Sophia.” 

« Well,” faid my father, © this is not 4 
ſubject to be canvaſſed at preſent, may I 
know what the plan is that you allude to?” 

c Certainly, Mr. Flerty. You muſt know 
how deeply in love my nephew is with So- 
phia, (reader I began to ſicken) the dear 
girl, who makes me her confidant in every 
thing, has informed me, from time to time, 
of the progreſs of his affection, and ingenu- 


_ ouſly. 
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ouſly owns that ſhe does not diſlike him, 
Nov, pray, is it not right to make two ſuch 
deſerving young people happy? So I mean, 
if you pleaſe, to give her ten thouſand 


pounds down, and pay five hundred. a year 


during your life, as my brother cannot be 
expected to give his conſent for leſs, nor can 
he ſpare George more than five hundred a 
year during his own life, and at his death my 
Sophia will be Lady Moſtyn, the moſt re- 
ſpectable title in England, provided I can 
perſuade my brother, the Viſcount, into it, 
but there lies a little difficulty. Now, Mr. 
Flerty, there 1s a plan for the aggrandizing 


your family, I think you will hardly be ſ% 


Iriſh as to throw any impediment in the way 
of it.” 

« So,” ſaid my father, © Sophia is to have 
every thing we have laid by, and ſuch an 
income added to it, as will preclude my ſa- 
ving any thing to make amends to Auguſta 
for fuch injuſtice.“ 

te Tt is for the good of os whole, Mr, 


Flerty; Sophia's ſplendid connexions may 
be 


{21 
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Ye the means of introducing her ſiſter into 
a line of company, where, if others ſee that 
beauty in her you do, ſhe may be exalted 
very much above Mr. Connor's wife,” 
Madam, faid my father, Mr. Con- 


nor is her equal, and my ambition does not 


prompt me to barter my conſcience to raiſe 
one child above the reſt, I never will con- 
ſent to ſuch barbarity, nor will I offer my 
daughters to any man in the world, Sophia 
ought to wait at leaſt until the propoſal 
comes from the proper perſon. Auguſta, 
this has been a trying ſcene for you, I do not 


wonder at your pallid looks, withdraw my 


dear.” 


J was indeed ſick at heart, and truly glad 


of this diſmiſſion, yet wiſhing, if poſſible, to 
conciliate my mother's affection, I approach- 
ed her timidly, and aſked what I ſhould do 
to be favored with her good opinion. 


„DO you hear her Iriſh impudence?“ 
ſaid my mother, * ſhe ſees me daily thwatt- 
VOL. 1. H ed 


5 * 
— — 
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ed by or for her, in every matter that is of 
conſequence to my family, and nevertheleſs 
hopes for my good opinion; go, Miſs, your 
preſehce will never be agreeable on ſuch 
conditions,” 


I would then on my knees have given up 
my ſhare of property, only I thought it would 
be like throwing all the reproaches upon my 
father, that idea alone deterred me; I did 
not know the value of his gifts, but I did of 
his tenderneſs, and that I fervently prayed 
might never be withheld from me, fo I with- 
drew. 


Seeing my brother's room door open I 
went into 1t, threw myſelf on a chair, and 
giving way to melancholy reflections wept 
molt plentifully. 


Amidſt all the reſt of my fad ideas, that 
of Sophia's marrying my couſin tormented 
me molt; it was even worſe than that of 
my being married and not to him, 


While 


— 
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While I was weeping Mr. Moſtyn entered 
the room to look for a book ; he ſeemed 
ſtartled at ſeeing me in tears, but ſpoke 
coolly. © Miſs O'Flaherty cannot be diſ- 
treſſed, what conſtruction would her lover put 
upon ſeeing her thus, perhaps it might give 
him a momentary doubt of the ſtrength of 
her affection.” 

e aſſure you, Mr. Moſtyn,” ſaid I, my 
affection for Connor is very trivial; I have 
twice on his account heard very harſh things 
from my mother, and I feel but too ſenſibly, 
that if he perſiſts in his marrying ſcheme, 
my ditlike will riſe higher ever day and ter- 
minate in averſion.” 

My couſin approached as I thought ten- 


derly, © What, Auguſta, you are not in love 
with Connor? how happy is the idea, and 


yet—why flatter myſelf you would be kinder 
tome? Oh! Auguſta, if you could but love 
_ 
© Sure,” faid I, © George Moſtyn, yon 
forget I told you before I liked you very 
much,” 
ES ce Yes, 
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Les, as a relation you ſaid; I have not 

forgotten one of my Auguſta's precious 
words; but ſuppoſe I was to make the ſame 
propoſal as Connor, which I would this mi- 
nute, had I the ſame power, would my dear 
Auguſta have an unconquerable reluctance 
to comply.” 


The truth then flaſhed upon me. I had 
heard of love, and being in love, without 
knowing what it meant, my couſin's words 
opened my eyes, I was confuſed and con- 
ſcious, my ſpeech was loſt, I only looked 
at him and coloured, which he feemed to 
take in very good part, for, young as he was, 
he poured out a volley of tender ſpeeches. 


1, for my part, forgot my grief, and be- 
 lievedall he faid very cordially. I aſked him 
how it was that my mother concluded him 
to be in love with my ſiſter, ſo much ſo, that 


only for wy father s oppoſition, ſhe had 
: thought 


THE IRISH HEIRESS. | 1% 
thought of writing to Lord Moſtyn about 
it. 


« Your ſiſter's vanity 1s the only anſwer 
to that problem,“ replied he, © ſhe forces 
herſelf into notice to the great annoyance of 
us unhappy men, and then imagines that we 
diſtinguiſh her. I have had daily and duly 
penance to perform at her elbow, which I 
comply with, though reluctantly, being ap- 
prehenſive that was I to pay my devoirs to 
my loved Auguſta, means might be taken 
to keep us aſunder, fo I have, and with ker 
dear leave ſhall ſtill, reſtrain myſelf to glances,” 


1 heard Mr. Connor's voice not quite fo 
ſoft as a zephyr, inquiring for me; I was 
afraid of his finding me with Moſtyn, fo hold- 
ing out my hand in token of amity, which 
he kiſſed with the rapture of love, we ſepa- 
rated. ; 


H 3 CHAP. 
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CHAP. xIX. 


NV father did not think proper to inform 
Connor of the deduction my mother 
wanted to make in my portion, he contented 
. himſelf with faying that ſhe did not approve 
the match, nevertheleſs it ſhould be con- 
| cluded in two years if we both defired it. 


I made no ſecret to Connor that I could 
not bear the thoughts of a marriage with him, 
he was ſometimes almoſt furious at my re- 
pulſes, yet would not betray himſelf to my 
Lfathex, left, upon knowing my averſion, he 
Huw), e ſhould 
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thould entirely break off the agreement. I, 
for my part, flattered myſelf that when 
Moſtyn ſhould be at liberty to declare his 
ſentiments, my father would ſee with my eyes 
and rejoice that I had not given a too haſty 
conſent to Connor, who was ſoon after obli- 
ged to leave Cromlah, to my great joy, which 
Jattempted to reſtrain, but he ſaw and felt 
it ſeverely, only, as he has informed me ſince, 
he had a latent hope that his conſtancy, my 
father's influence, and my own unpleaſant 
ſituation might make me his at laſt. But in- 
deed he expreſſed a great, and I am con- 
vinced ſincere anguiſh at parting, which did 
effect me while I beheld him, but did not 
prevent my feeling as if I had ſhaken of an 
incumbrance the moment his horſe took him 
from the door. 

I uſed now to meet my couſin very often 
in my brother's room, by James's conni- 
vance, and in his preſence my cou'in preſſed 
me to make a vow never to wed any other, 
which I reſolutely withſtood, as I told him, I. 

| H 4 would 
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would not put it out of my own power to 
give up even him to obey my father, if he 
inſiſted upon the facrifice. At length, over- 
come by his perſuaſions, I vowed that, un- 
leſs to obey my father's poſitive commands 
I never would marry any but Moſtyn, who, 
unaſked and unconditionally ſwore manfully, 
that none but Auguſta ſhould be his wife. 


| Worthy reader, you may ſmile to think of 
4 boy and girl having ſo much prowels ; but 
wait the ſequel; we had many things to ſur- 
mount, many difficulties to overcome, one of 
which preſented itſelf in a letter, requeſting my 
intended's pfeſence in Bath, from whence 
he was to go to Oxford; the mandate was 
peremptory, no eluding it, and we had not 
any means of private correſpondence ; in- 
deed I did not mean to write, but I ſhould 
have been glad if father O'Callaghan would 
have allowed George to write now and then 
under cover to him; but, alas! my tutor was 
ſtony hearted, and not only refuſed his aid, 
but enjoined me, as I hoped for the aſſiſtance 
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of my favorite ſaint, not to conſent to it, and 
exhorted me to be obedient to my father in 
all things, which did not claſh with my ſupe- 
rior duty. I aſſured him that I would not 
diſobey, but argued, that in fact I. was acce- 
lerating my father's wiſh of making me 
happy, and that I was ſure he could not diſ- 
approve of my couſin, as ſoon as he was at. 
liberty to make his propoſals. 


George offered him money, promiſed him 
more, nay, he ſhould ſee the letters, but all 
was 1n vain, nothing could bribe him to con- 
nive at ſuch a proceeding, and he concluded 
his arguments with. ſaying, that, in fact, it 
was ridiculous as well as wicked in two ſuch 
children to preſume to ſet up their own opi- 
nions in ſuch. a ſerious point as eſtabliſhing 
for life, when it was impoſſible we could be 
able to judge of.even.our own motives. 


© Now,” ſaid he, “ for one ſmall cauſe of 
diſcontent you are of different religions.” _ 
Hs CANT 
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cc Ahl father,” aid. I. «I would reckim 
my couſin.” 

Oh!“ faid George, it is but of little 


moment what the religion of a beautiful 
woman is.“ 


I was ſhocked at this myſelf, and joined 
the good prieſt in croſſing myſelf, © now in- 
deed, ſaid he, *I ſhall not ſpeak a ſingle 
word more, you are not worthy to fit in the 
preſence of a chriſtian, much leſs to be united 
to one of our holy mother church, that in- 
difference to religion is worſe even than he- 
reſy ; go, I ſay, go, Sir, but not in company 
with this ſilly child, I will n her my- 
Fell. ” 


Moſtyn was obliged to dbey, though re- 
luctantly, as he perceived that I was very 
much offended. Father O'Callaghan en- 
joined me to think of him as a poor wicked 
creature I might pray for, but nothing more, 
and led me as far as he could without being 
within ſight of the windows. 


For 
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PFor the firſt time I was rejoiced when 
releaſed from his company, though intend- 
ing to obey his beheſts, and thus in a melan- 
choly mood I entered the garden, thither had 
Moſtyn followed me, for he watched our 
ſteps, he come near before I perceived him, 
being involved in the perplexity of my own 
ideas. 


* So,” ſaid he, © we have gained little by 
our application to the old friar, but I have a 
better expedient.” 

Don't name it,“ I replied, © for I am 
not ſo devoid of principle as to diſobey the 
injunctions of my ſpiritual director; though 
you, Mr. Moſtyn, think religion of fo little 
conſequence, I ſhall undertake to convince 
you of the contrary, by adhering ftriftly to 
what mine enjoins.“ 

ce Hey day! and fo you intend doing what 
that ſcurvy old prieſt orders.” 

« Don't ſhock my ears,” I replied, ce by 
ipeaking fo irreverently of his ſacred perſon,” 

H 6 «Then: 
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c Then you love no more? Ah!- Auguſta, 
think you that I could change ſo eaſily.” 
«] am not yet changed; that muſt be 
wrought by prayer and faſting, and the recol- 
lection of your impiety.“ e 
Stuff, Auguſta, I am not impious, reli- 
gion is rooted in me, but I was in hopes that 
the father would be leſs frightened for you 
if I ſeemed careleſs about your principles, 
becauſe ſome huſbands are violent on fuch 
occaſions.” 


Much more my couſin ſaid, and indeed 1 
was ſufficiently inclined to believe that he 
was as good as he was agreeable, only he 
had the misfortune: to be brought up an he- 
retic, which I might be the means of ſuper- 
ſeding; but though I acknowledge his be- 
ing reſtored to my good opinion, I would 
not conſent to correipond in any manner with 
him, but referred to the time that he ſhould 
make propoſals to my father, 
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So with heavy hearts we bade adieu, as 
he was to ſet out for Dublin next day, in or- 
der to take-his paſſage to Holyhead, and 
we agreed that it would be wrong: to take 
leave before witneſſes, who might ſuſpect the 
real ſource of our tears, for he wept more 
than. I did as we embraced for the laſt time. 


5 * ' 4 
. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP, XX. 


A brother went with Mr. Moſtyn the 
firſt ſtage in my father's chaiſe, and 
brought me back a moſt affecting account 
of his grief, love, and vows. I was truly 
hurt, but yet not enough for an heroine, for 
I went about my uſual occupations without 
any diſtraction, though the inward grief I felt 
was as if my ſoul had quitted my body, but 
] ſtruggled againſt my feelings, and only 
on my pillow allowed myſelf the luxury of 
indulging them, and even there, after the firit 
few days had elapſed, my reflections loſt 
their 
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their bitterneſs, for I was of a ſanguine diſ- 
Poſition, and always favored by hope, to 
whom I ought 1 believe to write an 1nvo- 
cation, or an ode, but perhaps I may get one, 
who knows, againſt the ſecond edition of my 
work ; ſhe often preſented me with. caſtles 
never built, and images never realized; I 
pictured, with her aſſiſtance, my father, cou- 
fin, and myſelf, living together, enjoying and 
pProfeſſing une loi, une foi. 


] was as 3 when indulging theſe re- 
-veries as if they had been real; to be ſure 
that ſort of happineſs has many. tranſitions, 
but what is there laſting even 1n the realities. 
of this world. 

Alas! I ſoon awoke to real grief, for juſt 
as my dear James was preparing to return to 
Eaton, he caught cold, by getting wet while 
fiſhing and ſitting ſometime in a cabin to 
repair his tackle, his conſtitution, always de- 
| licate, ſunk under this, chiefly owing to his 

concealing it until too late, and when, at laſt, 
8 "me 


a 
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he was obliged to take to his bed, the phy- 
ficians had very little hopes of his ever ri- 
ſing from it. 


7 mat and buſtle this occaſioned in 
the houſe may be in general conceived, but 
not my father's-miſery nor my own; indeed 
I ought not to omit that my mother was ſo 
affected that. ſhe was obliged: to keep her 
room with a violent head ach, and Sophia 
was in duty bound to ſtay there and nurſe 
her, but they both agreed that we were all 
blind, or ſtupid, or frightened, for how ſhoukl 
an Iriſh phyſician know enough to prognoſ- 
ticate danger, and, in ſhort, my mother knew 
by the ſymptoms of the poor lad's diſorder, 
that it was no more nor leſs than an ague, 
which ſhe uſed to aſſert never killed any 
body being indeed rather a prolonger of life. 


I once in the anguiſh of my heart and 
| abſence of hope ſhook my head, and quoted 
King James, but was brought to recollec- 
tion by a ſmart box on the ear, and an order 

that. 
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that ſent me out of the room, for fear I ſhould 
increale her head ach. 


But, to return to my poor brother, whom 

I nurſed in conjunction with my father day 

and night, the good lad was ſo affected at 

my unremitted attention, that he uſed to ſay Me 
it was a comfort to him that Auguſta would * 
be his heir; at that time it only added to my 

grief, if aught could add to it; I could not 

bear the idea of being enriched by ſuch a 

loſs. One great ſervice I rendered him was 
worth more than a thouſand worlds. 


Luckily I had prevailed with my father 
to retire to his bed, as my brother ſeemed 
more compoſed than ordinary. I had not 
an idea at the time of the great good pro- 
duced from fo ſmall a circumſtance, but ſoon 
after James awoke, and finding me only in 
the room, began a ſubject which had, he faid, 
long oppreſſed him, as he was afraid of giv- 
ing my father uneaſineſs, by confeſſing ſome 

enormities he had been at firſt forced into at 


Faton 


162 THE IRISH HEIRESS. 

Eiton by other boys, but which in a ſhort 
time became too welcome to him, he added, 

that great ſchools were almoſt an high 
road to perdition, as, if even the maſters and 
- governors were the moſt vigilant it was im- 
poſſible to curb the great number of boys 
and young men in thoſe ſeminaries, the moſt _ 
daring of whom always would have the ſway, 
and thus introduce their own vices to the 
_ weaker and younger, to keep the contami- 

nation general. 


Il felt as it were inſpired immediately, and 
ſpoke ſo pathetically of the benefit of con- 
feſſion, abſolution, & c. that my brother wiſh- 
ed he could have thoſe advantages. That 
was enough for me, I awoke nurſe, and ſent 
a note to father O'Callaghan, begging, for 
the love of heaven, that he would come to 
my brother before the family were ſtirring. 
I made nurſe; who was one of his flock, ſwear 
to deliver it to him, Which ſhe Ane nau 


n 
T he good father 8 my mean- 
ing, and came Aire, I ſtated the caſe to 


him, 
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him, and withdrew, that my brother might 
have the benefit of a free and full confeſſion. 
When father O'Callaghan called me in again 
my dear James preſſed my hand between 
his clammy ones, and looked ſo gratefully at 
me, that I ſhall never forget it. 
c You have done a kind part by me, my 
dear Auguſta, you have put me into the 
right way, now I can die; father O'Calla- 
ghan has ſpoke ſuch words of comfort to me 
that I feel a different creature. 

ce Not to die,” ſaid I, * dear 8 I 
hope you. will be ſpared to. us to ſet a good 
example to all.” 
He only ſighed, and father O'Callaghan 
came over to the bed- ſide promiſing to re- 
turn at the ſame hour next morning to ad- 
miniſter the ſacraments, then giving an holy 
benediction departed. 

My brother eaſy in his mind, and fatigued 
with his exertions, dropped into a ſound 
Humber, which filled me with vague hopes, 
vague indeed, for in that ſlumber he ex- 
pired, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXL. 


I TNACCUSTOMED to death; the poor 
 & body that was my brother looked ſo 
placid and ſerene that I could not believe him 

to be dead, I would watch by him and pre- 

vent his being laid out, as they called it, un- 
til it was neceſſary to force me out of the 
room, and when the door was cloſed between 

me and the ſad remains of my brother, I 

uttered a loud ſhriek and fainted. 


When I recovered I found myſelf laid in 

bed, but quite unable to move, for with aſſi- 

duous nurſing I had ſo hurt my frame that 
the 
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the ſhock now overcame me entirely, and I 
found myſelf at the fame time quite deſolate, 
and obliged to depend upon ſervants, for my 
poor father was delirious from the ſame cauſe, 
and my mother confined to her bed by a 
nervous fever, ſo that I could not expect 
Sophia would be able to give me any of her 
company. 


Cromlah now became the reſidence of 
uretchedneſs. I had a diſappointment that 
nobody knew of except father O'Callaghan, I 
felt it bitterly, my poor James had died without 
receiving thoſe ſacraments I thought ſo eſſen- 
tial, and even when at the very point of attain- 
ing them, but the good prieſt informed me, 
that his earneſt deſire would be ſufficient, 
conſidering the difficulties of the ſituation, 
and comforted me very much. 


It was but ſeldom 1 had the conſolation 
of ſeeing him, for he informed me, I muſt 
be very cautious of declaring my ſentiments, 
as I was now likely to become of more con- 

ſequence 
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ſequence to the true believers than I had 
expected, and of courſe more liable to per- 
ſecution from others; he deſired me to go 
to church when required, to omit faſting on 
Fridays, and all other peculiar acts that were 
noticeable, for which he gave me a plenary 


indulgence. 


elt is one great perfection, my dear child,” 
ſaid he, in our holy religion, that it allows 
of our accommodating, when for a good and 
worthy intention; it is better to bend when 
tne ſtorm comes than to be broke ; we muſt 
not now expect miracles to be wrought thro' 
us or for us, though indeed I look upon it 
as next to one that you had an opportunity 
of being bred up as you are, take care of 
yourſelf now, and the church when the time 


ſhall ſerve.“ 


I treaſured up all his advice and pro- 
miſed to obey him. In a few weeks I began 
to go about on crutches, and got ſoon to my 
father's bed- ſide; he had recovered his ſenſes 
but 
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but was very low and depreſſed, he did not 
ſee me till T was laid on his bed, (for I was 
yet unable to ſupport myſelf) and then ob- 
ſerving my condition burſt into tears, from 
which his thoughts ſeemed to take a turn, 
and by very ſlow degrees he gained ſtrength 
and a portion of health, but never ſuch as it 
had been, it was evident his vigor was gone; 
my youth and good conſtitution did every 
thing, I was perfectly recovered, but much 
more thoughtful; my brother's death and 
my father's ſick bed made impreſſions on me 
which have never been eradicated, 


My mother began to admit me into her 
dreſſing- room, I dare fay ſhe ſuffered a great 
deal inwardly, for ſhe profeſſed it, but ſhe 
looked remarkably well; Sophia, whoſe feel- 
ings were ſaid to be intenſe, cried very 
much every now and then, but generally 
laughed the next minute, which made me 
imagine that her grief would never hurt her. 
But that was only my opinion, for my mo- 

| ther 
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ther uſed to deplore Sophia's extreme ſen- 


ſibility, alledging that thoſe fits of crying 
made the dear girl's head ach. For me, ſhe 
ſaid, IT only felt for myſelf, for my illneſs was 
_ catching cold, and that made me low ſpirited, 
but J was treated with an odd kind of con- 
ſide ration, my bed was moved from the nur- 
ſery into one of the largeſt chambers in the 


houſe, being almoſt all the furniture allotted 


for it, and my nurſe's daughter was hired for 
my maid, at the high wages of fix ſhillings 


per quarter, which I was not enabled to en- 


creaſe, having no ſuch thing as pocket money. 


With this appearance of ſtate I was treated 


with ſuch an increaſed coldneſs, that had it 


not been that I loved my foſter- ſiſter too 
well to wiſh her any ill, I ſhould have deſired, 
if poſſible, to change ſituations with her. 


One ſubject was often dwelt upon which 
filled me with grief—If Mr. Flerty ſhould 
die ſoon, what the heireſs would do, turn her 


morher and ſiſter out of doors for heretics, 


and 
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ind take in a whole train of ragamuffin prieſts. 
judge, reader, if this was not cutting to any 
ſenſible heart; and I knew not what anſwer 
to make, for I had not wit enough ever to 
be pleaſing in my mother's eyes, ſo I kept 
my uſual ſtupid ſilence, I had long ago got 
the better of that weakneſs, tears, ſo with a 
ſerene countenance I veiled a bleeding heart. 


All this time family concerns had pre- 
vented my thoughts from dwelling much 
upon Moſtyn, but now the grief for my poor 
James having ſubſided into a tender melan- 
choly, my lover was remembered with as 
much affection as ever which was partly the 
cauſe of my very repulſive anſwers to Con- 
nor's letters from France, which were really 
tender and elegantly written, My mother 
approved my conduct in this reſpect, little 
tiinking that my affections were placed upon 
the man ſhe had deſtined for Sophia, but her 
deſigns were ſoon manifeſted, | 


TE i - 
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CHAP, XXI. 


LL at once I was ſurpriſed by a revo 


lution in my mother's behaviour to me, 
] was now her dear Auguſta, I was permit- 
ted to take the air, and invited to fit and 
work in her dreſſing- room, after breakfaſt ; 
for my part, I was penetrated with all this 
goodneſs, and felt my love towards her in- 
_ creaſe every minute; I watched every look, 


and flew delighted to fetch any thing ſhe. 


ſeemed to wiſh for. 


At 


— & m5 
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At firſt ſhe affected to hold arguments 1 


favor of the Proteſtant religion, which I with 
humility refuted, to my own ſatisfaction at 
leaſt ; + indeed, after my reſiſtance of Mr. 
Buxton, who often confounded and puzzled 
without convincing me, it was nor likely that 
the methods my mother took would biaſs a 
young diſintereſted mind, as they were in 
general mere worldly. arguments, and thoſe 
not the moſt dazzling ; at laſt ſhe ſeemed to 
give up the point, ſaying, that if perſuaſion 
would not do with her dear Auguſta, perſe- 
cution ſhould not, and one morning with a 
moſt tender indulgence gave me leave to go 
to mals. 


I concluded that now the time was come 
which father O'Callaghan had foretold, and 
went to get fnyſelf ready, but met my 
father on, the ſtairs, he ſaw that I was 
going ſomewhere, with an eagerneſs not 
common 1n me, and aſked my intention. I 
told him the indulgence my mother had 
I 2 given 
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given me, expatiating upon her kindneſs and 
my happineſs in ti e warmeſt terms, 


Do not go, Auguſta,” ſaid my father, 
cc and another time before you determine in 
this haſty manner pray conſult, me.“ 


I ſtood amazed, for I had always thought 
that my mother's permiſſion of a thing was 
an inviolable ſanction, but had ſufficient 
command of myſelf to forbear a remon- 
{trance; I recollected what my confeſſor had 
enjoined, and theretore turned about quietly, 
and went to my chamber, while my father 
ſought my mother to inquire her motive for 
encouraging me 1n 2 thing that had given 
them ſo much grief, and after ſhe in partt- 
cular had ſhewn even an unreaſonable ab- 
horrence of the tenets whiclt the now ſhewed 
fo much indulgence to. 


My mother ſail, that ſeeing me ſuch a 
determined bigot, ſhe thought the beſt way 
Was to give up with a good grace, and even 


80 
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go a ſtep farther, for Auguſta's happineſs, 
and to prevent bad conſequences reſulting 
to the more enlightened part of the family. 


1 In l Mr. Flerty,“ continued ſhe, 
«I deſign to let her retire to a convent, be- 
ing convinced that ſhe has not abilities to 
conduct her through a world where her large 
inheritance will prove a ſnare inſtead of a 
protection to her.“ 

« Is it Auguſta's wiſh?” faid my father. 

« No doubt, my dear,” ſhe replied, and 
really, in her ſiruation, 1 it 18 laudable to indulge 
her.” 

« There I Acer, Madam, ſhe may, by 
making a raſh choice now, plunge herſeif into 
miſery for many years, nor do I like to re- 
linquiſh my hopes of ſceing her {ſettled pro- 
perly, and ſo as to be a con to me. But 


let us examine her own ſentiments upon the 
occaſion.“ | 


My dear father then called me, who few 
down at tae firſt ſummons; My mother was 
the ſpokeſwoman, 


a 13 R 


174 THE IRISH HEIRESS, 


Auguſta, my love, I have been trying to 


prevail on your father to allow your going 


to mals, for ſince I find you are fixed in your 
principles, though not agreeable to my wiſhes, 
I hope and believe you may not finally in- 
jure yourſelf thereby, ſo would wiſh to place 
you in a ſituation where being exempt from 
all perſecution in future, you will find your- 


ſelf happy for life. I know you will be de- 


lighted when I mention a Convent, where 
you, may enjoy the rights and ceremonies of 
your religion.” 


fe What, Madam! do you recommend me 


to be a nun.“ 

« No Auguſta, not recommend, I recom- 
mend your being a enen, but oy 
choice lies between the two.” 

« Why fo,” ſaid my father, os giving 
her time and keeping her in the world ſhe 
may, and I hope will, accede to our wiſhes, 
Whoſe ſcheme,” added he peeviſhly, * 
this?“ 

My ſcheme and my determination,” ſaid 
my mother, „and ſhe will not- get over 
it; 


i 
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it; 1 have tried every means chat a tender 
mother could, to win her over without ſuc- 
ceſs, I now give up to her, but it is condi- 
tionally, ſhe ſhall not make me grandmother 
to a race I ſhall be obliged to deteſt; what 
do you ſay girl, to me, am I worth anan- 
ſwer?”” 
Really, Madam,” faid I, it is hard to 
anſwer you, when I conſider, that what I ſay 
muſt give offence either to my Maker, my 
father, or yourſelf; the firſt I muſt not do, 
no, I cannot unconvinced give up my faith; 
the offending my father and you is death to 
me; can I be ſaid, my dear mother, to have 
a choice when it is only of two diſagreeables, 
is it choice when fo limited, for a conven- 
tual life is what I cannot even wiſh to re- 
concile myſelf to, being taught that it re- 
quires a vocation I never felt, and, therefore, 
that Providence has caſt my lot for the 
world, where it is not impoſſible. but what I 
may be an humble inſtrument of good.“ 


14 "AP 


ä IRISH HEIRESS, 

My father looked pleaſed at me, and ſaid, 
that © without doubt it was the moſt meri- 
torious choice, and that as he hoped I con- 


ſidered myſelf engaged to Connor, I had it 


not in my option to make any other deter- 
mination. My mother ſtormed very much, 
declaring that I never ſhould marry, and 
condemned my father for giving me ſuch 


notions, I, that was utterly incapable of go- 


verning a family. He endeavoured to pa- 
cify her, at the ſame time with difficulty re- 
preſſing ſentiments of indignation, which aroſe 


at the attempts made of ſacrificing me to 


my ſiſter's aggrandizement. 


1 may as well relate ſome particular cauſes 
of my mother's preſent exertions, for though 
1 did not acquire the knowledge of them 
until long after, it will elucidate matters to 


thoſe readers whoſe humble ſervant I profes 


_ myſelf to be. 


Lord Moſtyn had no ſoooner heard of the 


, _ death of my lamented brother, than he form · 


ed 
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ed the prudent deſign of ſecuring my eſtate 
in his family, and after ſounding George, 
and finding him enraptured at the idea, he 
wrote a formal propoſal to that effect, in an 
alfectionate letter to his ſiſter, knowing that 
her approbation was the chief hinge on which, 
our family affairs turned, and I am well con- 
vinced that had ſhe eſpouſed that ſide, there 
would have been very little difficulty, but, 
that was not to be thought of, for the read 
ing the letter to Sophia, almoſt threw her, 
into convulſions; ſhe was ſtill confident of 
Moſtyn's love for her, only his cruei father 
was going to facrifice him to her eldeſt ſiſter, 
but ſhe could die, and would too, before 
ſuch a ſcene ſhould ſtab her tender heart, as 
to ſee her George (fo ſhe called him) mar-, 
ried to another, and that ot er her ſiſter. 
My mother, who could not bear to ſee 
Sophia in diſtreſs, even for trifles, was doubly 
affected now, and told her, that if ſhe would 
dry up her tears and be patient, a remedy, 
might {till be found. She then propoſed clic. 


15 plan 
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plan of indulging me in my religious tenets, 
and at laſt ſending me to a Convent; my 
mother was fo prepoſſeſſed with the thought 
of my want of underſtanding, that ſhe enter- 
tained nor a doubt of my greedily accepting 
the kind offer, againſt which J had a two- 
fold ſhield, my love to Moſtyn, and father 
O'Callaghan's advice on the ſubject, for it 
was one he had often touched upon; proba- 
_ - bly imagiaing that events might fall out as 
they actually did. 


However, my mother had written to her 
brother, that the unfortunate girl, Auguſta, 
had taken ſuch a bias for a religious life, that 
no argument could ſhake her but as, ne- 
vertheleſs, it was her wiſh to ally her family 
as cloſe as poſſible, ſhe ſhould like to have 
the ſame propoſals made for Sophia, and if 
he approved of that, he had better apply to 
Mr. O'Flaherty, and ſhe would ſecond a point 

which ſhe had reaſon -to think would be 
every way for the happineſs of the young 
„ 


Now, 
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Now, reader, you may think, after this, 


how great muſt be the diſappointment ariſing 
from my refuſal, and my father's diſappro- 
bation of a Convent, ſhe, after giving ven: 


to her rage in words, and indeed in blows, 


ordered me to my room, where Sophia fol- 


lowed, wondering that I could behave fo, to 


ſuch a good mother, and begging I would 
allow her to intercede for me, upon my pro- 
miſe of going into a convent, © 


But now my ſpirit was rouſed, and I told 
Sophia, that I thought it very unbecoming in 


ſuch good Proteſtants to be urgent on ſuch 
an occaſion, and that, though I was a Catholic, 
I had as good a right to marry and live in the 

world as "the had, and I thought that being 
her elder ſiſter ſome years, I had a chance of 


being rather fitter to decide my own fate 
than ſuch a baby. 


This put her into a paſſion, ſhe ſtruck me, 
and would have repeated the blow, but I 
16 held 


—— 
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held her hands, which ſet her ſcreaming, and 
in ran my mother and the maids, all pitying 
my ſiſter and ſoothing her, regardleſs of me, 
the only ſufferer, at keaſt they only regarded 
to blame me. 


Sophia related her own goodneſs and my 
treatment of her in conſequence, which was, 
it ſhould ſeem enough to melt a heart of 
ſtone. My mother vowed ſhe would not 
hye in one houſe with me, and went to in- 
form my father of her determination. 


CHAP, 


THE IRISH HEIRESS. 181 


CHAP. XXIII. 


* 


HE houſe was for many days in a de- 

— plorable ſtate of confuſion, my mother 
would not leave her apartment for fear of 
meeting me, who, never an object of her 
love, was now one of her averſion. My fa- 
ther's endeavours to compromiſe matters 
only irritated her, and transferred as it were 
ſome portion of her diſguſt to him, who was 
really very little able to encounter ſuch 

ſtorms, his ſtrength abating everyday; his 
ſpirits, which never recovered the ſhock of 
loſing poor James, were now eaſily affected. 


At 
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At laſt he ſaid to me one day after dinner, 
„ muſt give up the ſatisfaction of your 
company, Auguſta, my choice ſeems to be 
limited as well as yours, by your mother, and 
at my time of life, and my ſtate of health, it 
is too much to be at warfare with my wife. 
Perhaps I am wrong, and might, by great 
exertions, at laſt get to be maſter in my own 
family, but, alas! I never have tried thoſe 
exertions, and now the time is paſt. I have 
given up moſt enjoyments for the ſake of 
domeſtic quiet, now I muſt give up even 
my. ſenſe of juſtice, becauſe 1 am unable to 
_ contend. What I would prepare you for, 
my dear, is not ſo bad as you ſeem to ex- 
pect by your looks, which are expreſſive of 
horror. Your mother cannot bear you, and 
inſiſts upon ſending you to France to board 
in a convent, perhaps in the hope that the 
converſation and blandiſhments of the nuns 
may effect her ſcheme of having you become 
one, but for my ſake, Auguſta, beware of 
that, as it would fill me with compunction for 
the part I now act. ; 
| cc My 
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de My dear father, ſaid I, “let me not be 
an hinderance to your happineſs with my 
mother, I will go any where, in any manner 


you ſhall think proper, if I give up the plea- 


ſure of attending upon you, I do not care 5 
how I hve, only I could wiſh to be near you, 


where I might _ often of and Reuben 


menen ſee you.” 


He ſhook his head, © No, Auguſta, I do 
not ſuppoſe I ſhall have ſo much facisfac-. 
tion; I have already contended that point, 
and on condition only of your going to France 


will your mother live with me, and while 


you remain ſee you; ſo, my dear, I believe 


it muſt be ſo; we will write frequently, and 


W 


when you marry you may return and I ſhall 


feel myſelf not quite unhappy. I foreſee we 


ſhall have contentions about that ſtep, but I | 


will not hurt your real happineſs for even my 


own, and will openly, when the time comes, 


ratify your union with Mr. Connor.” 
« My dear father,“ ſaid I, © I wiſh not for 
that, nor do I like Connor.” 


„Child,“ 
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Child, anſwered he, & do net thwart me 
in that one hope, that I ſhall leave you in 
the hands of a worthy man, when I am no 
more you will want protection; but we will 
not ſpeak of that now, one point at a time; 
what think you of going to France?“ 
© am ready, Sir, to go to America, if it 
is your will? 
« Well,” ſaid he, I ſhall 3 you, my 
dear, to acquaint my wife, and while you do 
remain here I hope it will be in peace.” __ 
My father then left me, and as it was a fine 


5 May evening J ſtrolled down the avenue. | 


For ſome time I walked abſorbed in melan- 
choly reflections, when 1 was ſuddenly ſeized 
by two men, who jumped out of a dry ditch. 
and gagged me, though indeed my ſurpriſe. 
prevented my crying out; they hurried me 
a little farther, and came to a turning where 
1 ſaw a man, who ſeemed to be their ſupe- 
riot on horſeback, with a pillow before him, 
on which I was placed. | 
Now,“ ſaid the brute to his fellows, * 


call you to witneſs, war the lady runs away 
with 
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with me, not I with her, for I only ride be- 
hind her.” 


All the horrors of my ſituation now re- 
curred to my view, I knew that the condi- 
tion-of an heireſs was in Ireland replete with 
perils, and determined as I was to reſiſt while 
J had life, my ideas teemed with the dread- 
ful meaſures that might be purſued to com- 
pel me into their ſchemes, and afterwards 
revenge themſelves for my reſiſtance. 


Me rode about a mile, in ſilence, when I 
was put into a poſt chaiſe, the gagg was 
taken out of my mouth, which felt moſt 
_ painfully, and my perſecutor got into the 
Chaiſe with a lively ſatisfied air. I looked at 
him with terror, which he returned. with a 
ſmile, that ſeemed to ſay, you will like me 
very well, and he offered to take my hand. 

xc Hold, Sir, fard+ I, you are to me a 
ſtranger, what I now ſee of you cannot but 
impreſs me with the moſt unfavorable ideas 
of your character, which it is impoſſible for 

| you 
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you to 3 but by reſtoring me to my 
dear father, who will break his heart if you 
detain me from him; I promiſe you perſonal 
ſafety on that condition * immediately 

fulfilled.“ 


8 My dear creature,” ſaid he, © make 
yourſelf eaſy, I mean honorably by you, and 
will marry you in Scotland in two days from 
this time, and as to my perſonal ſafety, don't 
you give yourſelf ſuch a tender concern about 
it, for if I were to loſe you I'd blow my 

brains out with this good loaded piſtol that 
minute,” | 


The wretch held up a great horſe piſtol 
at theſe words, the ſight of which frightened 
me out of my wits; he only laughed at my 
ſcreams, and bid me not be alarmed as his 
love for me was the only cauſe for thoſe 
proceedings, and that he would preſerve his 
life for my ſake, and began talking ſuch 
nonſenſe of my being an angel, and his fixed 
; unalterable * that at laſt I thought he 
muſt 
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muſt miſtake me for ſome other woman, 
being certain that he never could have been 
in my company before. I told him fo, but 
was diſappointed in my hopes when he re- 
plied, that I was eldeſt daughter to Mr. O' 
_ Flaherty of Cromlah ; he added, that having 
heard of my manifold perfections, he had 
bribed the gardener to employ him as a la- 
bourer, by which means he was enabled to 
ſingle me out on this expedition, which 
he found was the only way to obtain me, 
as the whole world knew that I was little 
better than locked up by my devil of a mo- 
ther (as the wicked wretch termed her) and 
that in fact it was an act of charity to liberate 
me, þ 


I expreſſed great indignation at his man- 
ner of talking about my mother, and vowed 
that I never would be his wife, as death would 
be preferable to ſuch a ſtate of wretchedneſs 
as an union with him muſt be. The odious 
creature did not ſeem offended at the anger 
I exprefled towards him, but ſtill attempted 
to 
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to ſooth me, and ſaid, when I'knew his de- 
termination I ſhould perhaps agree with him 
that a ſpeedy marriage would be the moſt 
prudent ſtep I could take, as he would pro- 
ceed from Scotland to F rance, where I 
ſhould ſtill Ben him company. 


And ls ſhall,” congianed he, al- 
ways behave to my angel with decorum and 
reſpect, yet the wicked and cenſorious world 
will tatk when they ſee you living content- 
edly with a ſmart gallant young fellow, like 
me, without matrimony.” 


.'Ir-is impoſtible at this diſtance of time to 
recollect all that was faid ; ſometimes I im- 
plored, ſometimes threatened, and ſometimes 
attempted to daſh my hands through the 
blinds, which were all drawn up and faſtened, 
this uſed to give him a pretence to take my 
hands between his and kiſs them, which gave 
me ſuch ſenſations of diſguſt as I cannot de- 
ſcribe. Art laſt he threw. one of his arms 
- round my waiſt, and fo Kept me down in my 
Uear, 
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feat, he proteſted it was all out of love and 
reſpe&, as he would wiſh the devil to fly 
away with him if he did not intend to make 
the beſt huſband in the world, hinting, at the 
ſame time, that half the ladies in Ireland who 
were in love with him would break their 
hearts. in conſequence. In ſhort, his conceit 
and impertinence when combined were diſ- 
guſting beyond conception. 


The chaiſe ſtopped at a cabbin, as they de- 
nominate the hovels in which the wretched 
multitude of labouring poor are lodged in 
Ircland. I had hitherto never been off my 
father's eſtate, where they were built in a 
much more neat and comfortable manner 
than is uſually thaught neceſſary for that uſe- 
ful body of people, having a chimney and a 
window to each of them, two rooms in the 
very meanelt, and being white waſhed and 
floored with bricks, ſo that now when I was 
lifted into the cabin juſt mentioned, I was 
{truck with horror. It conſiſted of four mud 
walls covere 1 with thatch, in which an aper- 


ture 
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ture ſerved to draw out ſome part of the 
ſmoke of a turf fire, the reſt, after tracing 
its courſe round the miſerable dwelling found 
its way out of a door ever open to admit 
light, in, the day, and never faſtened even in 
the night for fear of ſuffocation. 


It was now ten o'clock, and we found an 
old woman fitting up at her ſpinning wheel, 
her huſband was ſnoring on ſome dirty ſtraw, 
with a young infant in his arms, almoſt naked, 
and in the ſame bed lay three children, of 
a greater age, all aſleep and happy. 


I copy the ſcene from after reflection, 
for at the time ] ſcarcely thought of it I 
was only then ſhocked at my own appear- 
ance in the group, but thoſe who have 
lived in my unhappy country muſt know, 
that were I to delineate a more wretched view 
it would be no exaggeration of the miſery 
of an induftrious, brave, oppreſſed nation, 
who work hard, denying themſelves every 
comfort (except the ſmall ſtipend each fa- 

- mily 
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mily beſtows upon the miniſter of their own 
religion) to pay the heavy rent impoſed by a Wi 
landlord, who ſpends the accumulated ſums | | 
that have been wrung from the hard hand of | ON 
the labourer, in another country. I remem- 
Her there was in the fartheſt corner of the 
cabin a hog ſleeping on the ſame kind of bed 
as his proprietors, and round a large iron pot 
which was the only utenſil I ſaw there be- 
fide a wooden bowl, were three fowls at rooſt. 


As] faid before, we entered the hovel, and 
my tormentor addreſſed the old woman in 
Iriſh, (which I underſtood very well from my 
infancy) to aſk for ſhelter and food, until he 
could ſend to the next town, for relays of 
horſes, which was two miles from the cabin; 
he made out a ſtory of being obliged to ſtop 
becauſe the horſes were tired, and concluded 

with informing her that I was his ſiſter, which 

I immediately denied moſt reſolutely, but the 

poor woman did not ſeem concerned at what 

ſhe probably thought not of any conſequence, 

ſhe only occupied herſelf in giving what aſ- 
....--- Hiſtance 
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ſiſtance ſhe could. to the, benighted travel- 
lers, for, with the Iriſh, in whatever ſtation 
in life, (except ſome of the great, who are 
perverted by luxury and foreign education) 
to aſk aſſiſtance is to obtain it, as far as the 
poor ability can reach, for a good inclination 
is their nature. So this woman piled up. her 
whole ſtock of turf to make a fire, unrooſted 
her hens gently, to put on the iron pot full 
of potatoes; ſhe regretted not having any 
milk, but ſhe would ſtep to granny Dough- 

erty' s, it was but a mile, and borrow ſome, 
But Mr. oO Morc told her, that was not ne- 
ceſſary, nor was it, for his ſervant brought in 
a baſket containing two cold fowls, and a 
round of beef, with wine, knives, &c. and 
prepared every thing againſt the boiling. of 


the potatoes, without which nobody would 
eat a bit, 


4 was aſtoniſhed at the ſight of ſo much 
provender, think ing it foretold a very long 
journey. I was equally diſguſted at ſeeing 
O'Morc, who by forcing me away was in- 
volving 
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volving a whole family in diſtreſs, and who 
nevertheleſs appeared fo happy and indiffer- 
ent as to be now wholly engroſſed by keep- 
ing me in view, and watching the boiling 
of theſe potatoes. 


oe refuſed to eat, and when he preſſed me 
to drink ſome wine, out of a little ſilver cup 
he had on purpoſe, and even held it to my 
| bps, I daſhed it down and ſpoiled his ſilk 
ſtockings, which diſcompoſed him for a 
while, but he recovered ſufficiently to make 
a very hearty ſupper, and empty a bottle of 
wine by the time the horſes were brought, 
and then, in ſpite of my tears and remon- 
ſtrances, J was forced into the chaiſe, the 
poor woman begged he would be good to 
me, and not hurt ſuch a lamb as I was; ſhe 
_ croſſed herſelf and bleſſed me, alas ! that was 
the extent of her power to ſerve ; for in Ire- 
land the poor are ſo little benefited by the 
law, that they never dream of having recourſe 
to it; the rich there may wrong the poor, 
„ = + — on 
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and ſome do; ; ſo this good woman be hold- 
ing me ſubjected bir, the preſent to one 
ſtronger than myſelf, never thought of any 
way to obtain my releaſe ; whenever I offer- 
ed to tell her who I was, the brutal O'Morc 
put his hand to my mouth, and threatened 
me with his gagg, which I had found too 

painful before not to dread i it again, 


This chaprer i is long enough | in \ all con- 
ſcience. 


CHAP, 
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CAP. XXIV, 


EXT day we reached Dublin, and this 

YT artful, yet raſh, man formed a ſcheme 
which he plumed himſelf upon wonderfully. 
[t was no other than to take me to the theatre, 
in the certainty that J ſhould not be there 
fought for, and the hope that when my friends 
heard of it they would imagine that I was 
not forced away, the difficulty was to per- 
ſuage me, for I was bent on refuſing every 
thing he deſired, ſuppoſing naturally that 
all he required was to further his deſigns 
' of againſt 


2 - 
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N 


— 5 with ip 5 and fatigue, that 
at firſt I did not believe I. ſhould be able to 
go any where; however when J was left alone 
1 reflected that 1 might find an opportunity 
of intereſting ſome one in my fate, and that, 
at all events it would make a delay, and then 
I wondered at his indiſcretion if he really 
meant to take me into public. 

While I was conſidering a woman 
came i in to attend me with fo chocolate, 
which I ſwallowed, ſhe then brought in ſonie 
cloaths that were juſt procured for the pur- 
: pole, with an aching heart I put them 
on. I remember there was a riding babit 
and exceeding ſmart hat and feathers, all to 
give me a gay unconcerned appearance; me, 
' whole heart was bleeding with grief and 
terror, for I was not a heroine; I had not read 
at that time of Emmeline, Ethelinde, Kc. 
Who inſtinctively poſſeſſed that firmneſs 
| which is really courage, 1 hope I have im. 
proved by reading them. 
When 


7 
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When I was dreſſed [ took an opportu- 
nity, with my pencil, to write on a ſcrap of 
paper my name, and that I was forced from 
my friends in the County of K——, and that 
1 was wretched at the ſeparation my paper 

would not admit of more I pinned it within 
my waiſtcoat, and waited with impatience 
for an opportunity to eſcape. 


When the time approached O'Morc en- 
tered the room . with three gentlemen, he 
called them, whom he introduced to me, and 
. expreſſed himfelf pleaſed at my en 
and n. 5 1 
| 4 1 ſhould not : pon it,” he ſaid, for | 
he would ſow all his wild oats and be the 
beſt of huſbands,” 2. 


1 looked angry at that, and declared he 


| ſhould never be mine, which ſtruck the fan- 
. cies, ſeemingly, of the whole company, as 


they burſt into a loud laugh, and with 
one accord called out nabuckliſh, which 
K 5 N the 
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the Iriſh ſcholar will -readily make out, he 
then ſhewed me his preparation, which fright- 
ened me again, for to go to a play they were 
formidable enough, he had his frightful piſ- 
tols loaded, and every one of his compa- 
nions ſuch other ſhocking weapons, which 
they pocketed, declaring that if I attempt- 
ed to eſcape they would make uſe of them, 
not againſt me, — no, — I was a lady, and one 
they regarded as the wife of their dear friend, 
Roderic O' Morc, but againſt any man who 
mould inquire into the buſineſs; but what 
ſocked me almoſt as much as the piſtols 
were the dreadful oaths and imprecati- 
ons which accompanied every word theſe 
wretches uttered, At Cromlah I had never 
heard ſuch converſation ; they wiſhed to ter- 

rify me and they ſucceeded. 


At laſt we ſet out for the theatre, I was 
handed into a box moſt obſequiouſly by Mr. 
O'Morc, who fat by me, one of his compa» 
nions on the other ſide, and the other two 
behind me, I was grieved to the heart at 

being 
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being thus hemmed in, and looked tip and 
down from one ſide to another, but in vain; 
my jailors were intent upon nothing but 
watching me, and I fo terrified! at their Woks⸗ | 
oaths, and piſtols, that I was not able to make 
any effort to eſcape, however, I unpinned my 
ſcrap of paper unperceived, and dropped” 
it into the pit, and had the ſatisfaction of 
ſeeing ir picked up, by a decent grave look - 
ing woman, who read it and jogged a man 
of a ſimilar appearance, who fat next to her, 
he likewiſe read, and putting it in his pocket 
looked to ſee from whence i it eame. 


I faw all their geſtures, but was afraid to 
ſpeak or ſhew a becoming reſolution, though 
I thought that now I might meet protection, 

but the piſtols ſo cloſe deprived me of all 
ſteadineſs; however the woman looked ear- 
neſtly towards me, and I nodded at her, 
which immediately drew the notice of O'“ 
Morc, who aſked me if I was acquainted 
with that old hag ? as he called her. I timidly 
ſaid, yes. He obſerved that ſhe whiſpered 

Sr bg her 
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ber companion, who went out, while ſhe ſtaid 

fixing her eyes upon me and the man in 
whoſe company I was en me to 
; 0 our ore: 7 | 


111 0 More fad he! did not like Go 1 and 
would go, which I begged him not to do, 
pretending that I was entertained” by the 
play, but a horrid oath, that I muſt not ſtay 
another minute was all his anſwer to me, and 
I. was handed out with the ſame mummery 
of. reſpect which attended my entrance, and 
put into a hackney coach, out of which I Was 
only taken to be ſeated in a poſt chaiſe, which 
drove us preſently out of Dublin, taking the 
northern road, as he informed me, and that 
I ſhould not ſtop until we took boat for Seot- 
land; we did ſtop notwithſtanding in Drog- 
heda, to change horſes, and while that was 
performing he took me down a ſtreet which 
led to a beautiful quay, Where he obliged me 
to walk two or three turns in purſuance of 
his plan, to make it thought that I went with 
him willingly. 


We 
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We were ſoon replaced and drove very 
quick, not even ſtopping to fleep;/and at the 
third day's journey I was put into the dread- 
ful boat that was to convey me from my 
native ſhore. I till reſiſted, though more 
by entreaties than any thing elſe. + I wept the 
whole time of the paſſage, but was only 
anſwered by cutting railleries, or implied 
. threatenings againſt his life, and that of all 
thoſe who were dear to me. How often I 
thought of my father's affliction and the like=- 
lihood of loſing my couſin for ever with 
agony, for though determined never to he 
the wife of O'Morc, I was equally ſo never 
to have any man, if by his keeping me in his 
Power I ſhould have reaſon to . 155 re- 
putation mined. . ; f 


wo 
: 2. 
* 
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CHAP. xxv. 


WS eh ſick while in the boat, 
which gave the brute occaſion to be very” 
aſſiduous about me, and this only made me 
hate him che more for his hypocritical ten- 
derneſs, had he really poſſeſſed any, 1 ha 


never been in his power. 


We landed at . ; near which place 
he had previouſly hired a very ſmall houſe, 
into which were crowded five or ſix Iriſh 
ſervancs, the remales came to welcome 
him, when to my equal furpriſe and horror, 
not finding every thing in the way he ex- 
pected 
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pected, he kicked one of them out of the 
room, in a manner as ſeemed to ſay it was 
not very unuſual with him. 


Such a fight ſtruck me with terror, per- 
haps that was his view, but I have ſince found 
it is not very uncommon in ſome parts of 
Ireland to give manual, I ſhould rather fay, 
perſonal puniſhment, to ſervants, for, as I 
obſerved before, the laws are not for the be- 
nefit of the lower claſs of people there, and, 
of courſe, they have not any means of re- 
dreſs, and power is fo tempting, that we mult 
'not wonder to find it abuſed when in the 
hands of the impetuous, the uneducated, and 
the young, ſuch as we ſee among the claſs 
of country Squires every where, though 1 


' underſtand that in happy England that race 


15 almoſt extinct. 


We had hardly fat down in this houſe, 
which I wiſhed to be my grave, before O- 
Morc and his companions began to vocife- 
rate for father Kelly, who had been brought 7 

K 6 lover 
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over for the purpoſe of marrying us IU then 
revived à little, thinking that a Catholic 
prieſt would ſcorn to favor proceedings ſo 
very unjuſt, but theſe hopes were fallacious. 
- Alas! father Kelly was as willing to be an ac- 
complice as even my projected huſband, he 
was proceeding with the ceremony, when I 
ſtopped him by demanding how he dared to 
think of performing it while I was a Pro- 
teſtant of the Church of a 
1 bluſh at this moment "fp the neceſſity 
I hay under, I bluſh for the falſhood, but my 
religion I knew: would: allow of. an abſolution 
for an untruth, while it preſented itſelf as my 
only hope of reſcue from the worſt of. vio- 
lence; nay, I will tell all my wickedneſs. I 
was reſolved, if they perſiſted. in compleat- 


2 


ing the ceremony, and then put the moſt. 
drraded threat in execution, I was reſolved. 
ta ſtab miyſelf to the heart with a pen knife, 
which I kept ſecretly. in my cloſed hand. 
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I had not ſtrength of mind ſuſicieot to 
-i\envle me to bear ſuch inclignity as Pre- 
ſented itſelf on all ſides to my appalled view. 
I éhavue ſince that period deplored my pre- 
ſumptuous thoughts with tears of unfeigned 
contrition; I have faſted, prayed, and wept, 
through a load of penance, and ſtill with 
horror I deplore it, only hoping that the re- 
cording angel who wept; over the frailty;;of 
another mortal, will ſtill find one kind tear 
to e out wy: crime. 
115 | Methinks I en Hos flop, aw in lud. 
0 Ale hiſtory ſhould proceed, for: though not 
an enjoined one, ſtill it is a penance, for my 
heart often achs as I trace back forrows that 
have funk deep in my mind. But I had bet- 
ter get · over my ſtory, ſince it muſt: be re- 
lated, I do acknowledge it 1s; with repug- 
.. nance, for who . 5 _ their 
-OWA engprmiti ess. „ 01 
i EI 4 1). £4. X44 1331-30134 1 1 1170 
-"T iis 1853 of mine occaſioned a pauſe i in 
the ceremony, as father Kelly wanted an aſ- 
ſurance 
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ſarance of my being a Cackotic, e For,” 
quoth he, © theſe heretic women would be. 
proud to hang a man of my cloth, and it can- 
not be NOI that I ſhall put it in her 


Poner.“ 


5 O'Morc Doves ftoutly that I was a Ca- 


tholic, which he had learned from my father's 


fervants, and added, that as he would take 
good care that the marriage ſhould be con- 
ſummated, the father might reſt ſatisfied he 
would take him to France, with his dear wife 
and himſelf, and to crown the argument put. 
on the table five guineas, to be taken up 
the minute the ceremony was finiſhed. 


| Theſe arguments prevailed (the laft is too 

prevailing an one every where) I was held 
up by two women while the ceremony was 
read, amidſt my tears and ſcreams, but yet I 


had my ſenſes perfect during the whole of the 


nefarious tranſaction, and now theſe female 


|  favages laid hold upon me, carried me up 


ſtairs, and began to take my cloaths off. 1 
then 


THE IRISH HEIRESS. 207 : 


then gave up myſelf to deſpair, and plunged 
the knife in my boſom, but, frightened at my 
own raſnneſs, ſunk fainting into their arms. 


When I recovered from my fainting fit, 
I found myſelf on the floor, but unable to 
move; I heard a murmur of, * ſhe is dead, 
we muſt be off,” and a buly trampling of 
feet; I juſt opened my eyes and ſaw the peo- 

ple that were a minute before triumphing 
over me, now, full of confuſion and diſmay, 
preparing to leave the place, which had been 
fo fatal to me; ſeeing O' Morc come to look 
at me I cloſed my eyes and lay ſtill; one 
moment he wrung his hands and reproached | 
himſelf for having brought me to that con- 
dition, and in the, next breath curſed his ſer- 
_ vant for delay in bringing horſes. No one 
ſeemed to think of giving me ſuccour, ſo 
haſty, ſo raſh is guilt, that it knows not even 
the extent of its own reſources, fo in a few 
minutes (though at the time I thought them 
hours) the houſe was cleared and Poor 1 left 
to 1 by myſelf, 5 


Then 


- 
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. Then. ruſhed to my mind the atrocity of : 
my, guilt, thankful was 1 that my. life was 
ſpared for this interval to recollect and re- 

ent. I had not a hope of living many hours, 
az, I concluded more: from the flight. of the 
guilty, than the pain I felt, that my death was 
near at hand, and a ſhort time with more re- 
ſigned and comfortable feelings than I at firſt 
experienced, the ſickneſs of death as I thought 
came over me, and 1 loſt all ſenſation. 


1 bs. | that condidion. I muſt have remained 
two or three hours, by what I have ſince 
learned, for it was almoſt dark when I reco- 
vered, and found my dear father hanging 
over my bed, and. exerting himſelf to fave 
my life, for, as yet, no medical aſſiſtance had 
been procured. I have often wondered at 
the apparent compoſure with which he gave 
directions, and. aſſiſted himſelf, in what was 
as to recall me to > ſenſe. 


| 'T 2 my id had been drefled, 5 
[ laid in bed with no remaining pain but that 
ariſing 
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nurigug from exceſſive weakneſs, Which leſt 
me without power even to ſpeak, though 
- endeavoured to expreſs my gratitude to Her- 
ven and my father, but he ſeeing my efforts, 
charged me to keep ſilence, made me take 
a little weak refreſhment, and commanding 
me to try to reſt, left the room with only 
an old woman in it, whom his man had hired 
for the e ws nurſing r ul ON 5 
| When alone ho FN es aid | Laddreſ 
myſelf to heaven for pardon, and what thanks 
did I return that my raſh purpoſe was not ef. 
fected. I now ſaw, that it had been as un- 
neceſſary as wicked, for by what I had ga- 
thered from the diſcourſe of thoſe who' had 
been in the room, my father, attended by his 
ſervants and ſome neighbouring gentlemen; 
had traced me, and arrived at the houſe tire 
endugh to have overtaken and ſecured the 
villain, had they not been wholly engroſſed 
by the ſhocking ſpectacle ] repreſenced 0 on the 
owe bleeding 1 are, W 


5 
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It will not ſurpriſe the reader that my fa- 


ther's attention ſnould be entirely fixed upon 


my recovery, which he retained hopes of. 


They had ſent different ways for a phyſician, 


but being ſtrangers to the country could not 


obtain one until the danger was over, for my 
father, as I have before mentioned, was in- 
defatigable in uſing every means to reſtore 


me till he ſucceded, When he withdrew, he 
made efforts to ſend and take up O' Morc 


but, as may be ſuppoſed, not very ſucceſs- 
fully, as he had previouſly prepared for a 
flight into France, and had beſide the ſtart of 


ſome hours, and my ſather could not know 
as yet it was HIS 4 intention to 80 into that 


country. 


Suffice it now to ſay, that my recovery 
was rapid, and in the interim relate my fa- 
ther s account of the purſuit, 


It ſeems I was miſſed an hour after my 


being carried off, for my mother had con- 
ſented to allow bag ſtaying in her preſence, 7 


and 
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and even to behave to me with complaiſance, 
on condition of my going immediately to the 
continent. My father had therefore ſent for 
me, and was ſurpriſed at the ſervants return 
without me, as my walks were limited to a 
certain diſtance from the houſe. 4 


He was at firſt angry, but afterwards alarm- 
ed when it grew late, and I neither returned 


nor was heard of. He went out himfelf to 


all the cottages round, and returning met a 
boy, who informed him, that he had ſeen me 
on horſeback, with a gentleman behind me, 
and a great many more in company, all riding 
very. quick; he likewiſe mentioned, the road 

we were in. 8 
Ml/y father ſent round to his tenants to make 
ready to attend him, and returned to relate 
what he had heard to my mother, who in the 
mean time had been ſearching my drawers, 


and found letters from O' Morc, as if in an- 


ſwer to others from me, of different dates, 
and expreſſing all the rapture and ſatisfaction 
e 9 
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of a favored lover. Theſe apparent proofs 
againſt me very naturally excited her anger, 
and ſhe ſhewed them to my father as irre- 
fragable teſtimonies of my worthleſſneſs, for 
my mother always thought the worſt. of me 
that a caſe would admit of; however, luckily 
as my father began to waver, in came my 
venerable tutor; im impelled by his attachment 
to his patron and his pupil, and in the hurry 
of his thoughts quite forgetting. his having 
formerly been forbid the houſe; nor did any 
one at that juncture think of it; the letters 
were ſnewn to him, he would not give them 
credit, he knew. my heart, he ſaid, and I was 
incapable of ſuch art and diſobedience; he 
begged leave to examine the ſervants, as * 
could never have received the letters without 
ſome connivance among them. 

15 Having ohtained leave, he, by means of 
religious threats, diſcovered that one of the 
houſe maids had been gained by a ſweet 
heart to, leave them in my drawer that very 
evening, he had hinted to her, chat her young 
95 wg wy 
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lady would very probably go away with a 
gentleman ſhe was fond of, and when ſhie 
was firſt miſſed theſe fine epiſtles were to be 
depoſited. The girl was, or faid ſhe was ig- 
norant of even the name of her employer, 
fo that no farther information was gained that 
night, but every thing was got in readineſs 
for my father at N 15 EN 


Well e he wake the road to 
Dublin, and arrived the very evening I was 
hurried from thence; he went to the caſtle 
in order to obtain a proclamation for ſeizing 
the perſon who ſhould detain me, giving a 
deſcription of my perſon, and was ſurpriſed 
to hear from a gentleman there, that infor- 
mation had been given to the Lord Mayor 
half an. hour before, relating to me, and which 
| deſcribed who had me in their power, and 
who had been ſeen with me at t the 115 that 
night. 


My father then waited on the Lord Wer 
and finding that advertiſe ments had been ſent 
vs to 
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to all the news papers, added a reward of 
five hundred pounds to any one who ſhould 
recover and reſtore me to my frienus. He 
then traced this good man and woman who 
had befriended me fo far, for, as the fader 
will imagine, it was the perſons who had 
picked up my paper in the theatre, 
that had given information, and even pro- 
cured peace officers to apprehend O' More, 
whom they knew by ſight, and would have 
ſucceeded only for the quickneſs of O More 
in leaving the theatre; but he was ſtill watch- 
ed by the old woman, who procured a lad to 
follow the hackney coach I was put into after 
leaving the play ſo ſuddenly; he kept doſe 
enough to ſee me placed in a chaiſe, and he 
{till waited to fee the reſt of the party mount 
their horſes, and heard them converſe toge- 
ther, and among other things learned that they 
expected to be in Drogheda by day- break, 


My father thanked and rewarded theſe good | 
people, and now having a clue to go by, 
ſer off, ſtill keeping the rout I had gone, 


but could not gain upon us, as my perſecutor 
8 made 
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made ſo little delay, ſo it was therefore ſome 
hours later than our ſailing my father took 
boat to follow us. When he landed, one 
of the ſervants found out the ſailors who had 
brought us over about two hours before, and 
who had conveyed the baggage to the very 
houſe where I then was, ſo that I was re- 
flored to life and parents when [ ſeemed de- 
* to deſtruction. 


2 related my little tale of ſufferings to my 
fond father, who expreſſed more anger againſt 
O' More than I thought his benign nature 
capable of feeling; he told me he did not 
know how to chide me for my raſh act, ſince 
it apparently ſaved me from diſhonor. 'In 
any. ſituation my. father's approbation of my 
conduct always delighted me, but in this it 
gave ſuch a balm to my wounded conſcience, 
as I cannot find words to convey an idea of. 


We left Portpatrick in about à week, and 
in indulgence to my remaining weakneſs. tra- 
velicd homewards by very ſhort ſtages, du- 


: ring 
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ring which I regained health and fpirits, 
owing to the kindneſs of my father, aided a 
little by the cheerfulneſs of ſome of the gen- 
tlemen who had remained at Portpatrick 


afrer my reſtoration, to conduct me home in 


ſafety, and only took their leave at the very 
laſt ſtage. 


I expected that my mother and ſiſter 
would, upon this occaſion, feel their rela- 
tionſhip to me, and my inexperienced heart 
throbbed at the idea of their joyful careſſes. 
But I might have ſpared ſuch unneceſſary 
emotion, there was no joy to be ſeen, no 
warm embraces to be felt, my ſiſter turned 
from me in the cooleſt manner, my mother 
did juſt kiſs me, but ſhook off my encircling 
arms, 


ee You ſee, Miſs,” ſaid ſhe, “what a deal 
of trouble you bring upon us all.” 4 
«I am truly concerned, Madam,” return- 
ed 1, with tears running down my cheeks at 
this 
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this. unkind recRpHIpn, my greateſt is its 
being involuntary.” 


js „Wee are to believe that, I find, by what 
your father has written to me; but your fu 


ture conduct mult either confirm or de eſtroy 
the belief,” 


4 Gracious Mary! ' exchimed I, 1g 
pollible, after what I have done to doubt the 
innocence of my intentions, or to think that 
any thing but force occaſioned my jour ney. 1 
Prithee child don t ſtun me with your 
popiſh. exclamations,” faid my mother, © but 
liſten to me : your father ſays you acknow- 
ledge the marriage ceremony to have been 
read to you, your hands joined, and the ring 
put on your finger; now, although I believe 
all this may be laid aſide, according to the 
laws, with a little expence, which I have not 
any objection to try; yet, I expect, tia: from 
motives of delicacy and conſcience, you will 
MW b L | {never 


4 Þ. 2 
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never marry another: the marriage ceremony 
1s a very awful thing, and I ſhould not, in 
your ſituation, and with your ſentiments, he- 
ſitate to embrace the ſhelter of a convent.” 


« My dear Madam,” I replied, © the mar- 
riage ceremony is awful to thoſe who wiſh to 
have recourſe to it; but I was compelled to 
hear it, nor did I give one aſſent, but the 
contrary : my ſoul is ſurely not bound by 
another perſon's villany. My father fays 1 
am free by the laws of the land; nobody aſ- 

ſerts a claim to the contrary ; but were it not 
ſo, I would fly from my late perſecutor to 
theend of the world. A parent's compulſion 
a child may ſubmit to, but ſuch a horrible 
uſurpation as this it would be impoſſible to 
ee 


My father entered the room, and my mo- 
ther diſcontinued preſſing me to apply to 
him about the certainty of declaring the mar- 
riage null, which I faw the was very earneſt 
in, and much pleaſed at his aſſuring her of. 


1 
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I therefore concluded that the Convent was 
ſtill her favorite plan, and ſhe would make 
that the termination of every view whcih 
might be preſented to me. 


I had more reaſon every day to be con- 
vinced of this, as her converſation when my 
father was abſent, was upon the ſhocking in- 

delicacy there would be for a young woman 

in my ſituation to marry again; ſhe admited, 
that for the ſake of my family and my own 
happineſs, it was expedient to live ſeparate 
and pm free, but in my heart to think 
myſelf bound. 


1 found the futility of this reaſoning, but 
not being allowed to anſwer, contented myſelf 
with thinking, except when my mother and 
ſiſter would call me Mrs. O'Morc, then in- 
deed I could not ſuppreſs my indignation : to 
my mother my tears alone betraved the wound 
the inflicted ; to my ſiſter I uſed invectives, 
which were repeated to my father, but without 

caule 
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the cauſe that gave riſe to them. Peace was 
{till diftant from Cromlay, there were other 
cauſes likewiſe which operated againſt my 
happineſs, though I was ignorant of them for 
many years after. 
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As looks the mother on her lowly babe, 

When death doth cloſe his tender dying eyes. 
See, fee the pining malady of France; 

Behold the wounds, the moſt unnatural wounds, 

Which foe berſelf has given her woful breaſt. 


CHAKESPEARE, 


PRINTED FOR WILLIAM LANE, 


„ l 
Minerva Prela, 
LEADENHALL-STREET, 


M,DCC.XCVII, 


